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Unction— Outdated or Updated?
By General Superintendent Lawlor

I

s th e

u n iq u e c o n d itio n

a ffe c te d

fo r e fa th e rs

o f t h e m i n i s t e r in t h e p u lp it w h ic h o u r u n 

c a lle d

“ u n c tio n ”

o u tm o d e d

to d a y ,

o r is a r e 

a s s e s s m e n t o f it in o r d e r ?

Certainly “ unction” is a word little used among the ministry now.
W hat is unction? It is a quality that can be seen and felt by those who
listen to the one who preaches the Word of God. It is not some sort of
anim ation or sentim entality, nor is it basically only emotion. Unction is
a quality that pervades a man of God and his preaching. It is the anoint
ing o f the Holy O ne, and W ebster seems to give that meaning in his
dictionary.
W e must take care in this contemporary day with the professionalism
that has surrounded the pulpit ministry that we do not obscure the great
need for this unique pulpit quality. One of the greatest needs of this hour
is for the man of God entering the pulpit to be able to say and to have
said of him, “ Ye have an unction from the Holy O ne” (I John 2:20).
Preachers cannot m anufacture unction; it must be sought from God.
W hat we are, what we say, and how we say it are part of that unction.
O ur own character is im portant in its demonstration; for this unction will
show in our eyes, our voices, our points of emphasis, and our entire
dem eanor while we are in the pulpit. There will be a humility, a devo
tion, a dependence upon God that will perm eate everything we say.
Hard, harsh, cruel attitudes are not part of this unction.
Unction has many elem ents— fullness of heart, keen perception,
unique sympathy, hum ble dependence upon the Spirit. But above all,
unction is exem plified by profound compassion. M en of unction recog
nize the significance of life and death, love and eternity, heaven and hell,
the Incarnation and Calvary, the Resurrection and Pentecost. Indeed,
every elem ent in the relationship of God and man becom es of trem en
dous significance to the man of unction.
If we are to be preachers of this caliber, we ourselves will have to be
involved in deep em otion and vast expenditure of our personalities. I am
not speaking now of exploitation of the pulpit by shallow emotionalism; I
am speaking of a profound depth of feeling which is utterly genuine.
Unction, to the man of God, is the quality of qualities.
As I read of the M aster Preacher, our Lord, it seems to me that He
worked and preached in an atmosphere of divine unction. His perpetual
earnestness and em otion are evident on every page of the Gospel story.
T h ere is a solemnness even about His rebukes. There is unction in His
speech as He speaks with authority and not as the scribes.
Paul was a man of unction. In the Acts he is spoken of as pleading
“ night and day with tears.” John Knox, W esley, W hitefield, Spurgeon,
(Continued on page 11)
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Dr. James McGraw
Editor, the Preacher’s Magazine

Since Jan u ary, 1972, D r. Jam es M cG raw has been serving as editor of
the P r e a c h e r ’s M agazin e. W ith this issue, the first under his supervision is
published.
In Jan u ary, 1953, D r. M cG raw cam e to N azarene T h eological Sem i
nary as professor of preaching and pastoral ministry. H e was ordained in
1937 and served as pastor in Ballinger and F o rt W orth, T ex; and in N orm an,
O kla., before joining the faculty at N orthw est N azarene C ollege. H e served
as dean of the School of Religion and assistant to the president there from
1946 until 1949, then returned to the pastoral ministry to serve a second
term in F o rt W orth. His last p astorate before com ing to the sem inary was in
S acram ento, Calif.
A graduate of Bethany N azarene C ollege, he received a m aster’s d e
gree from Texas Christian U niversity and earned his doctor of philosophy
degree at the U niversity of Kansas. His alm a m ater, Bethany N azarene C ol
lege, conferred an honorary d octor of divinity d egree upon him in 1969.
As a pastor, D r. M cG raw was a soul w inner, adding m em bers by p ro
fession of faith and pushing the program of the church. H e served on the
advisory board, as chairm an of the board of orders and relations, as ch air
man of the church school board, on the college board of trustees, and on
various other assignm ents for the church. H e was also active in civic affairs.
W hile pastor in F o rt W orth, he was president of the G eneral M inisters
Association representing all denom inations of g reater F o rt W orth , and was
a m em ber of the M ayor’s T raffic C om m ittee.
D r. M cG raw is rem em bered by the read ers of the P r e a c h e r ’s M ag a
zin e for his series of articles on notable p reachers of the past, featuring in
form ation about their biographical backgrounds, their p reparation methods,
their styles of delivery, and their unique contributions. As a w riter he has
produced three books, one of w hich, G rea t E v a n g elica l P rea ch ers o f Y ester
day, published by Abingdon, was the book-of-the-m onth selection of the
Evangelical Book Club.
H e is a frequent p reacher in revivals, cam p m eetings, and conventions,
preaching on the cam pus of each of the N azarene colleges in the U nited
States and Canada and in several p reach ers’ conventions and retreats.
G eorge C oulter

B o a rd o f G en era l S u p erin ten d en ts
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The Torch Is Passed
id y o u e v e r w o n d e r what a runner thinks about, and how he feels,
when the torch which has been brought this far by all those who
have run in the race to this point is now in his hands? W ill he fly with it or
will he falter? W ill its flame be preserved and intensified or will it flicker
and die?
T o put it another way, what does an editor think about and what are
his feelings when he begins to put together the first issue of a magazine
such as this? W hat are his thoughts when he writes his first editorial?
Since you asked, and “ yours truly” just happens to be in a position
to discuss it— not the runner, but the editor with the “ torch” — this just
may be the most appropriate topic for his first editorial.

D

By the way, it is a torch; make no mistake about that. T he P reacher’s
M agazine may not light up the big city and it may not be noticed by
everybody, but for these 46 years— some lean years and some less lean, if
not exactly fat— it has trudged right ahead bringing ideas and inspiration
to these men and women we call “ P R E A C H E R S.”
It all started in 1926, and Jam es B. Chapman was its first editor.
Adjectives which do justice to a description of his writing and preaching
are hard to find, for his work reflected that rare com bination of a keen
wit and a warm heart together with a superior ability to use words as his
obedient slaves. H e is still rem em bered by many as T H E editor, and it is
small wonder he continued this ministry for 20 years.
In 1947, Sylvester T. Ludwig took the torch. Rem em ber the prom
ising young president of Bresee College, later to serve as president of
Bethany Nazarene College, and then to be General Secretary until his
death?
D. Shelby Corlett, another name the readers of the P reacher’s M aga
zine will not forget, was managing editor while Dr. Chapman continued
writing as general superintendent. Dr. Corlett was editor in 1948, then
again assumed this responsibility in 1953 and 1954. Tough-minded
thinker, masterful writer, model preacher, Dr. C orlett bore the torch
well.
L. A. Reed, first professor of preaching and pastoral ministry at Naz
arene Theological Seminary, carried the torch from 1949 until his death
July, 1972
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in 1952. He brought a practical warmth to the paper as one who himself
had coped with the problems of pastors and was involved in their sem i
nary training.
Lauriston J. Du Bois maintained a high standard of quality perform 
ance during his tenure from 1955 to 1961. Not one task did he ever per
form without thorough preparation and thought, and his profound ideas
were always translated into usable terms. A lifetim e friend once said of
him that he had never made a negative statem ent about another person.
W hat a spirit he brought to the magazine!
For two years, Norman Oke gave to the editorial pages of the paper
his unique and refreshing approach to the ministry. T here is never a dull
moment when you are with this preacher, and there was not one dull
issue when he was putting them together in 1962 and 1963. He too car
ried the torch well.
For the past eight years, Richard S. Taylor has been your editor. A
man of many “ hats,” he does everything well, and many things very well
indeed. His members rem em ber him as a pastor with a shepherd heart,
and a preacher of the Word. T he church sent him to Australia to organize
the Bible College there. He assisted in the missionary work in Japan and
in the European Bible College in Schaffhausen, Switzerland. He is a
professor in Nazarene Theological Seminary, teaching “ Holiness Theolo
gy,” and with his many books on the subject is recognized as a leader in
this field. There is no hesitation, no compromise, no equivocation in his
style as he passes the torch to the next editor of the P reacher’s M agazine.
So you are wondering what a new editor is thinking and how he is
feeling? He is thinking about these stalwart men who have carried this
same torch in the past, and he is thinking about all those unsung heroes
out there who are looking this direction for just a little light to help them
steer a straight course and bring a few more souls to Jesus, and he is feel
ing a mixture of emotions. He feels doubt as to his capability of being
adequate, and at the same time certainty as to the power of the Spirit to
use him. He feels some frustration as to the many problems related to
such a task, and at the same time much excitem ent as to the opportunity
of making a contribution to the church, to her ministry of the Word, to
her faithful preachers, to the souls to whom they minister, and to the
Christ we serve.
He is thinking that his church has asked the impossible of him — to
carry the torch passed along by such men as have borne it in the past; but
he is feeling deep gratitude and appreciation for her confidence in
him, and he thinks he would do everything within his ransomed powers
to make certain she is never for one m oment sorry she placed that con
fidence in him.
He has no doubts whatever as to the course he will take. The
P reacher’s M agazine will promote holiness evangelism as her editorial
policy. No question marks at this point. Just a few exclam ation marks if
any punctuation is needed. Scriptural holiness is the message, evangelism
the method, and revival in our time is the need.
God is alive and well. Jesus Christ is Saviour and Lord. T he winds of
the Holy Spirit are moving.
The torch has been passed.
So be it.
The P re a ch e r’s M agazine

A college professor shares with pastors
some of the questions his students are asking
about the doctrine of entire sanctification
as a second work of grace

Stress Points in Sanctification
By F. Franklyn Wise*

happened
so g u i c K L Y I hardly
knew what was happening! Before
1 could throttle my words, 1 had said
it. "E a c h of you will do two things be
fore the next class period: Bring to
class a card on which you have listed
the aspect of the doctrine of entire
sanctification that troubles you most.
Then on another card bring the answer
some other student— not in this class—
gives you to this same question.”
Th e setting for this impromptu
assignment was a class of 28 college
students. Together we had been dis
cussing the doctrine of entire sanctifi
cation in “ Christian D octrine” class.
How could 1 be sure they clearly un
derstood the salient points? W ere there
some areas that needed further expla
nation and em phasis? W hat, if any,
critical questions were still in their
minds? These questions had teased
my mind for several class sessions as
we went through this doctrine. Per
haps this was a good way to find out.
After the 56 cards were turned in, 1
eagerly went through them to classify
them and prepare as clear an explana
tion as possible. In the process a vague
awareness began to emerge. These stu
dents were still unsure about some of
the most basic issues in the doctrine
and experience of sanctification. They
did not have the settled conviction that

I
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was necessary for them to be estab
lished in the experience or committed
to the doctrine as they would need to
be, if they were to resist the doctrinal
pressures from other denominations.
From their responses, I could get a clue
to the emphasis I needed to make in
class for both holiness- and non-holiness-oriented youth.
Another thought began to emerge.
Would these same questions and un
certainties be prevalent in local church
es? Most of the class members had been
reared in our churches. They had been
in our Sunday school classes. Would
not our pastors and evangelists be welladvised to continue to emphasize these
areas as they have been doing? By
stressing line upon line and precept
upon precept, the spiritual leaders of
our churches would be able to build a
solid doctrinal foundation in their peo
ple.
Basically there were five critical
problem areas which becam e evident
from this assignment:

I.
Is sanctification really necessary
b efo re on e can g et to heaven, or is it
notP
The students were concerned with
the idea that if Jesus died to save us
from hell, is it necessary to be sancti
fied? W hat about people who are
saved, walk in the light, but die before
they are sanctified? O r suppose a per
5

son is saved on his deathbed, is it neces
sary for him to be sanctified?
The extension of this question relates
to the person who is saved but never
seems to see the light of sanctification.
W ill he get to heaven? Is sanctification
an option for the believer or is it a
necessary experience?

II. Upon w hat biblical basis do w e
preach that sanctification is a crisis,
instantaneous work o f g race rather than
bein g ach iev ed by grow ing in grace
into it?
The students wanted a clear, logical
rationale for the second crisis experi
ence “ subsequent to regeneration.”
If the Christian grows in grace, will he
grow into sanctification? W hat is the
scriptural basis for our teaching in this
matter?

III. W hy d o es the holiness church
teach two works o f grace?
The students wanted a rationale for
our emphasis that one does not get
saved and sanctified all at once. Why
does God not do a com plete work the
first time, so that a second experience
is not needed?
Is the emphasis upon two distinct
works of grace valid for the backslider
who was raised in the church? Can he
get saved and sanctified all at once?
Or must he also experience two crises
in order to be restored?
Im plicit in this question was the one
as to w hether a person can lose his
sanctification but not his conversion
experience. Or does any lapse of sur
render and com m itm ent in our sanc
tified experience result in alienation
from God until both conversion and
sanctification are necessary to restore
one fully?

/V. W hat is the d ifferen c e betw een
carnality and hum an infirmity?
Is the difference betw een them one
of degree or in essence? How does one
tell the difference? At what point, for
example, does the desire to dress neatly
and attractively becom e one’s pride in
appearance? Or what is the dividing
line betw een providing for one’s self
needs and promoting one’s self-centeredness?
V.

H ow can on e know he is sancti

fied ?
This question dealt with the witness
of the Spirit. W hat is it? W hat emotions
can one expect? Is the witness merely
rationally accepting the Bible? Or does
it involve intuitive knowledge? If it
involves intuition, how can one be sure
beyond all doubt?
Related to this question is the whole
idea of w hether the backslider has a
more difficult tim e getting the witness.
If so, why does he? Can he be equally
sure of his sanctification as he was the
first time he received the experience?
These questions have biblical an
swers. Pastors have been well-trained
to declare them. It is not the purpose of
this writer to raise questions about the
church’s preaching, but to highlight
categories of uncertainty and doubt
that plagued a class of college students.
These questions were not cited to con
demn the ministry for a jo b poorly
done, for no doubt those youth raised
in holiness churches had heard these
matters clearly preached many times.
But it is hoped our ministers will con
fine to focus on these areas as often as
possible. Young people have ears to
hear, but often hear not; eyes to see,
but often see not.

W h e n a m an said to D r. P o w e r s , “ I c a n ’t s ta y w ith th e h o lin e ss
p e o p le b e c a u s e I c a n ’ t fin d in te lle c tu a l f e llo w s h ip ,” th e f o r m e r a n 
s w e re d , “ W h a t is it th a t y o u h a v e th a t J e s u s C h ris t d id n ’t h a v e ? H e
fo u n d fe llo w sh ip w ith h u m b le f is h e r m e n .”
6
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God Is Answering Our Prayer
By Charles (“Chic”) Shaver*

I a m n o t a l o n e ! Since my
conversion to Christ and call to the
ministry, I have repeatedly prayed,
“ O God, send a great revival!” C er
tainly this has been the prayer of every
Nazarene pastor and evangelist.
This past summer 1 chatted with a
pastor in his first charge. He told me
that the secret to the new folk finding
God in his church was because he him
self had becom e honest with God. I re
m embered the chapel service at Naza
rene Seminary, February 10, 1970,
when the Holy Spirit moved mightily.
In two hours of spontaneous service,
this man had been the first to publicly
acknowledge how the Spirit exposed
and then cleansed his needy heart. His
whole ministerial career had been
changed by that outpouring. “ A great
revival?”
So many of us, as pastors and evan
gelists, serve primarily in a local church
setting. It is so hard to im agine a great
widespread move of God through our
ministry as someone like Billy Graham
might see.
Ralph and Lou Sutera, twin broth
ers, were local church evangelists from
Ohio. They led a revival in Ebenezer
Baptist Church, Saskatoon, Saskatche
wan, Canada, beginning in O ctober,

S
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1971. God moved, altars were crowded,
sin was confessed, praise was voiced,
restitution was made. Two brothers
who had not spoken to each other for
two years were reconciled and sang a
duet the next night. Disintegrating
marriages were saved by God’s grace.
Services continued until late hours.
O ther churches— at least a dozen— be
gan to attend and cooperate. T he m eet
ing continued through O ctober and
November. In double services the final
Sunday there were 3 ,000 in attendance.
M erchants were besieged by former
shoplifters returning stolen articles.
Crim e declined. Teens turned from
drugs. Then it began to spread— to
other cities like Regina, W innipeg,
Toronto; to Bible colleges; to other de
nominations such as Catholics, Luth
erans, and Nazarenes. (See “ Revival in
C anada,” Christianity Today, Dec. 7,
1971, pp. 30-31.) Richard Taylor, in
Canada at the time, characterized it as
a “ holiness revival.” “ Send a great re
vival?”
It was an answer to prayer. The
Ebenezer Baptist congregation had
prayed for two years for revival. No
little thing— prayer! In a recent revival,
I found the going rough. Then I re
membered how one m em ber of that
church had prayed for years. W ith all
that prayer gone on ahead, I concluded
7

God must be interested in this place.
My faith rose. God came. If it seems to
you that some see great miracles— men
like Dave W ilkerson— rem em ber he
prays two and one-half hours each
day. “ O God, send a great revival?”
W hat a day for evangelism! Think
how a door opened wide for us when
Billy Graham began to televise his cru
sade in 1957. Now, almost without ex
ception, everyone in your congrega
tion understands and accepts the idea
of a public invitation. Before 1957, it
was far different.
In D ecem ber, 1969, T im e magazine
prophesied, “ T he most significant
trend of the 70’s may well be a religious
revival” (as quoted by Bodney Joh n
son in “ Spiritual Implications of Ex
ploring the M oon,” Christianity To
day, Jan. 7, 1971, p. 6). Already this
decade has seen the 185-hour Asbury
awakening and its results. Our own
Nazarene colleges have been greatly
moved by God. W hen have more
young people been excited about
Christ? Indonesia has witnessed great
awakening. Billy G raham ’s Oakland,
Calif., crusade in 1971 saw the greatest
response of seekers ever known by
Graham in America. Nazarene evange
lists have told me they are seeing some
of the most exciting moves of God in
their experience. Dr. George Peters, of
Dallas Seminary, addressing a missions
convention in O ctober, 1971, said, “ I
believe this is the greatest time of world
evangelism in history” (“ Top ’71 Beligious News: World Bevival,” by
Bussell Chandler, in Christianity To
day, Jan. 7, 1972, p. 41).
Let us rejoice and look up! Our
prayer, “ O God, send a great revival,”
needs to be changed to, “ O God, thank
You for starting the revival— extend
it!”

E ditor’s n ote: Beginning with this
issue, the “ P reacher s M agazine” will
fea tu re an article by an evangelist each
m onth on som e topic o f evangelistic
interest.
8

Practical
Points

that make
a difference

Reverence Must Be
Taught Too
D ear Son:
W e enjoyed our VBS exercises last
month, and as usual there w ere several
children from the “ bus route” who did not
know how to a c t in church. But our pastor
was a “ brick” ! H e was not afraid to let
them know that the sanctuary was the
“ house of G od” and children as well as
adults are to act with rev eren ce!
L a te r in the w eek he called all teachers
together to outline a program of education
for our children: (1) The bus pastors w ere
to talk to the children, before they dis
em barked, on “ W h at Sunday and the
Church M ean .” (2) They w ere to line up
and m arch into their various departm ents,
w here the supervisors would start with
worship intended to teach children rev
eren ce in the church. (3) O ccasionally
when they m et with adults in the sanctu 
ary, the Sunday school superintendent or
pastor would share the m eaning of their
“ com ing to g eth er.”
It m ade a trem endous d ifference yester
day when after six weeks w e m et together
once again in the sanctuary. The great m a
jority of the children w ere quiet and re
spectful. The program was ap p reciated —
with both adults and children benefiting.
Son, teach your children w hat the
“ house of G od” is all about. It m ay take a
little w hile, but it will pay off in spiritual
dividends a q u arter of a century from now.

Love,

The P re a ch er's M agazine
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Classics of Devotioi?
By Ross Hayslip*

I. The Confessions of St. Augustine
o r d — Thou madest us for thy
self and our heart is restless until
it repose in T h e e .” This sentence from
the opening paragraph of T he C on fes
sions gives the reason why this spiritual
classic is so relevant to Christians to
day. In this writing we follow with in
terest Augustine’s search for God. In it
is mirrored the deep search of the heart
of humanity for fellowship with a per
sonal God.
I feel that this writing speaks di
rectly to our age. Augustine lived in the
midst of a crum bling Roman Empire.
He reflects a sense of shock and guilt
at the blunders of human effort and
sees the essential need of a higher
source of air. T he bew ilderm ent and
pessimism brought about by our fail
ures in human relationships need the
answers found in Augustine’s personal
relationship of his soul with God. To
him God was All in All, the Light of his
heart, the Bread of his inmost soul, and
the Power who gave vigor to his mind.
W hile a mystic, yet he always recog
nized the need of the association with
his fellowmen in the everyday walk of
life. His discovery of God as the
Strength of his soul made it impossible
for him to seclude himself in monastic
life and solitary meditation. His call
was to serve his fellowmen as a spirit
ual leader and interpreter of the
Church in his day.
Augustine gives as the reason for the
writing of T he Confessions, “ You have
forgiven and covered up my past sins,
blessing me in you and changing my
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soul by faith and by your sacrament,
yet when the confessions of these past
sins are read and heard, they rouse up
the heart and prevent it from sinking
into the sleep of despair and saying,
'I cannot.’ Instead they encourage it to
be wakeful in the love of your mercy
and the sweetness of your grace.”
In a day of dearth in the production
of great writings of a devotional nature
we can with profit turn to a modern
translation in readable English in
which an epic journey that is yet pro
foundly human shows to each of us the
struggle of a man toward spiritual per
fection and consolation of great hope.
Even though Augustine was a man of
his own day and many of his theologi
cal concepts differ from ours, we yet
feel the kinship of a mutual heartbeat
with a sinner saved by grace.
Many folks from all walks of life
have read this classic with pleasure and
profit. It was Evelyn Underhill who
said, “ This is to me the most wonderful
record in the world of the awakening
and return of a soul to God.”
Henri Marrou said, “ Augustine has
as many facets as a diamond. He was
preacher, author, theologian, philoso
pher, benefactor and world traveler,
counselor at law, educator, art critic
and music critic. Above all he was a
student of the Bible. An ambitious stat
istician counted in his writings 13,276
quotations from the Old Testam ent and
29,540 from the New Testam ent.”
Across the chasm of 1,500 years this
devotional treasure speaks words of
wisdom to our atom ic era.
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“ In a day of computer living in which
more and more people are becoming numbers
or cards in an index file, we need to
emphasize the importance of the person”

Because Someone Cared
By Raymond C. Kratzer*

A

t

th e

re ce n t

com m en cem en t

exercises at Northwest Nazarene
College, among the graduates was a
fine young man, the son of some friends
of many years. Upon m eeting his
parents following the completion of
the exercises, I could not help but re
flect upon events which had occurred
within the past 10 or 15 years.
The story involved the membership
roll of my church. Among the names of
the people who had moved away long
years before, and from whom we had
received no communication, were the
parents of this graduate. W e had
sought earnestly to locate where they
had moved, and eventually discovered
their residence. Im m ediately we con
tacted the pastor in the town where
they lived, inquiring w hether they
were members of his church. His reply
was one of joyous reflection. He said
they had been attending his church
occasionally, and that he was vitally
concerned about their spiritual condi
tion, but lacked the key to unlock their
hearts.
T he knowledge that they were still
members of another Nazarene church,
kept on the roll in spite of a long delin
quent membership, was just the neces
sary leverage to help bring them back
to the Lord, and subsequently to trans“D istrict superintendent, Northwest District.
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fer their m embership to their new loca
tion. T h e very fact that their home
church had not callously dropped them
from the roll during those years had
touched their hearts and made them
feel that the church cared.
So often we are prone to treat people
like bits of merchandise at a tim e of in
ventory. If they seem to clutter our
rolls, we cut them off and pride our
selves with having “ clean” shelves.
W e seem to forget that God is eager to
“ heal their backslidings” (Hos. 14:4)
and loves them with an everlasting
love.
Jesus was always concerned about
people. His was a “ people-conscious”
ministry. He never considered it a
waste of tim e to spend an hour in the
evening with a Nicodemus who was
eager to discover the m iracle of a new
birth, or go out of His way to heed the
cry of a blind Bartim aeus who sought
earnestly the help that only He could
give, or to miss His lunch in order to
counsel a wayward soul about her need
of the water of life.
In a day of com puter living in which
more and more people are becoming
numbers or cards in an index file, we
need to emphasize the im portance of
the person. During the census-taking I
heard of an em ployee of the govern
m ent stopping at a home and asking
The P re a ch e r’s M agazine

the housewife the usual routine ques
tions. Finally he asked how many per
sons lived in the house. She replied
something like this: “ W ell, there is
Bill, and David, and Susie, and Mary
and . . . ” He interrupted her and said,
“ I don’t care about the names of your
family; all I want to know is the num
ber.” Bather indignantly she replied:
“ The members of my family are not
numbers; they are persons!”
Perhaps some of our failure in build
ing the kingdom of God is our over
concern with num bers rather than with
persons. It is not that we should be un
concerned about statistics, but that we
should translate our goals into souls.
Even the revival m eeting can deterio
rate into the daydreaming of numbers
of people flocking to an altar of prayer,
rather than a concern for certain indi
viduals. A revolution would take place
in our churches if the saints of God
would add the dimension of personal
evangelism to their concern for mass
evangelism.
In the total care and nurture of peo
ple in the Christian life, the impor

tance of mutual help cannot be over
stated. W e need a “ buddy system” in
which each person is alert to the needs
of others. W e cannot make it alone too
well. T he Bible says we should “ bear
. . . one another’s burdens, and so fulfil
the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). Strange
and wonderful things happen when
you becom e concerned about someone
else. Your own problems diminish in
size and the concern you show for a
person in need becomes like a vitamin
of victory to your own heart and life.
L et us with forthrightness and pur
pose live more unselfishly, thinking
more of others and of what we might do
for them than of what we might con
sume upon ourselves from the house
hold of faith. W hen we lift someone
else, we find ourselves exalted. W hen
we share our love and concern, we dis
cover that we are enriched. W hen we
care for fallen and perishing souls, we
shall find our burdens lightened be
cause they have been lifted from our
souls by Him of whom it was said,
“ Casting all your care upon him; for he
careth for you” (I Pet. 5:7).

UNCTION— OUTDATED OR UPDATED?

(Continued from page 1)

Jonathan Edwards, Booth, Bresee, Bobinson, and Chapman were all men
of holy unction, pleading in tender compassion for souls. O f course, as
we enter the pulpit we want to know that we have prepared and that we
have sublime thoughts, exquisite word pictures, grand and graceful
language, and burning words so that we are possessed by our message.
But more than all we need the unction fro m the Holy One.
L et us be ministers who enter the pulpit dream ing dreams that b e
com e realities; holding hopes that becom e m eaningful; but above all
bathed in holy love, rem em bering the old adage, “ Beligion is often
caught rather than taught.” To do that we need this holy unction.
Let us have an “ updating” of holy unction by our church. She al
ways needs her preachers to have the courage to stand against those who
want a lukewarm pulpit ministry. Let us not be so afraid of becom ing
fanatics that we becom e Laodiceans in our preaching. No man of God
needs to be ashamed to have it said of him, Ye have an unction fro m the

Holy One!
July, 1972
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A quiet revolution may be taking place
in our church. If it is, it will bring
about the most significant changes
since Pentecost.

The Year of the Quiet Revolution
By Vernon L. Wilcox*

“ year of the dragon”
as the Chinese might put it, nor
“ the year of the ram” as I heard a
sportscaster say the other day; not
even, in church reference, “ the year of
great growth,” or “ of financial in
crease,” or “ of Sunday school enthusi
asm ,” or even “ of revival,” good as
these things are.
But I would like to think that this
can be the year of a quiet revolution
in the lives of our people, and thus in
the life of our church.

T

h is is n o t t h e

I
W e N e e d to C h a n g e O u r L if e -s ty le

It will not come about merely by the
wearing of medallions or other outward
tokens— these are very shallow signs of
change, often signifying nothing but
frustration with some vaguely identifi
able “ Establishm ent.” Too often this
approach offers very little or no con
structive elem ent, and is symptomatic
rather than redemptive.
But we are face-to-face with a new
situation, and the vitality of the Church
has always depended upon its ability
and willingness to adjust to new situa
tions while retaining its basic message
and identity. W e are not speaking of
the kind of change which the cater
pillar undergoes when he sheds his
chrysalis and becomes a completely
different kind of creature, scarcely
recognizable now, as a butterfly.
Rather, we are speaking of the kind of
° Pastor, Cambrian Park Church, San Jose, Calif.
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change which the human body under
goes every seven years or so, with each
molecule being com pletely replaced by
another molecule somewhat similar,
yet different. (As we know when we
look in the m irror!)
To lose our “ force” while attem pting
to keep our “ field ,” as J. B. Chapman
put it, will so em asculate the Church
that we may as well relinquish our
place in society, and let the world take
over.
But to lose our “ field” while keeping
our “ force” is equally disastrous, for we
becom e just another institution in
terested primarily in “ conserving”
values which are worthwhile only in
relation to our true mission, which is
sharing the good news of Christ with
others.
II
T h e R e v o lu tio n Is A lre a d y G o in g O n

1.
W e are changing fro m an in
grow ing to an outgoing attitude.
The church’s philosophy in the past
has been to save our own, and through
them to save others. This is not an al
together mistaken philosophy, but now
we are beginning to see that we must
save others to save our own. There is a
vitality in the church and its youth
which can com e only as we are actively
working to save others.
If we don’t save our own, we have
failed; but if we save only our own, we
have also failed. Thus there is a con
structive tension that is desirable be
The P re a ch er's M agazine

tween conserving and reaching out.
The two are interdependent.
2. W e are changing fro m m erely
"pure” to "purifyin g,” to use Stanley
Jones’s well-known phrase.
Standards are valuable, not in them 
selves, but as they help us reach others
for Christ. A life without standards of
living is like firing a gun without aim.
The purpose of individual purity is to
make society pure, not just to enjoy
being clean. Jesus and the early dis
ciples lived such contagious lives of
purity and spiritual radiance that others
wanted what they had. Could it be that
we are moving toward an exciting reali
zation of that pristine purifying power?
3. W e are changing fr o m fe a r to

freed om .
W e have been afraid of being re
jected by others, so we have isolated
ourselves from those we might help—
and the rift betw een believer and un
believer is widened.
W e have been afraid of being our
selves. W e have tried, sometimes al
most desperately, to avoid personal
identity and responsibility.
The only way to be free is to be free
in the Spirit. “ W here the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty” (II Cor. 3:17).
This does not mean “ free to do wrong”
— that is bondage; it means “ free to do
right” — that is liberty.

2. It will b e a revolution o f love over
legalism .
You rem em ber Aesop’s fable about
the sun and the wind contesting over
which one could get the man to take off
his coat. Naturally the sun with its
radiant warmth won out. Some time
ago a Christian worker was dealing
with a young woman who did not want
her advice and continued to “ turn off”
her witness. Finally the worker broke
into tears of concern over the young
woman’s spiritual need, and then the
young lady said, “ You can talk to me
now, since you have wept for m e.”
Either we will win others by love or we
will not win them at all. M aybe this can
explain some of the barren dryness of
our years of work in the church!
3. It will b e a revolution o f involve

m ent over spectator religion.

It will be an all-church movement,
with emphasis on the word “ move
m ent.” It will work best when not or
ganized overmuch. There is a differ
ence between a professional argument,
such as is given by an attorney, and a
spontaneous witness, w hether by a
laymen or by a clergyman.
T he old idea of evangelism, perhaps
oversimplified, was: “ L et the people
com e to us— we will make the gospel
available.” Some have, in effect if not
in word, expressed it thus: Let the
preachers and a few gifted laymen deal
Ill
with them — we will support and back
It W ill B e a Q u ie t R e v o lu tio n
them.
T here will be no riots or marches,
But the task is utterly impossible for
and no broken heads.
the preachers and leading laymen. W e
1.
It will b e a revolution o f light cannot possibly reach and deal with the
over darkness.
prospects, and the needy about us, un
less laymen shoulder the major part of
A light doesn’t advertise itself, or
the load. W itnessing must be a part of
blow a trum pet before it, or drive or
our lives, not an appendage attached
scare the shadows away— it just shines.
when we are organized or shamed into
“ N either do men light a candle, and
it.
put it under a bushel, but on a candle
Witnessing, to have any real effect,
stick; and it giveth light unto all that
must be real and it must come from the
are in the house. Let your light so shine
heart. Captain Connely of the Near
before men, that they may see your
East Relief tells of finding a young girl
good works, and glorify your Father
who was being cared for by his agency.
which is in heaven” (M att. 5:15-16).
July, 1972
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She was crying. He asked her if she was
sick, and received a negative reply.
W hen he asked if she had enough to
eat, her answer was affirmative. W hen
he asked her then what was the matter
she said, “ O Sir! I want someone to love
me. I am all alone.” There are people
in the midst of this great city who are
all alone though surrounded by crowds
of people. How shall they know about
Christ unless someone loves them and
tells them about His love and power to
save them?

T h e public service is im portant to
inspire and motivate people. T he or
ganized visitation program is impor
tant so that those with no special
contacts in the Kingdom are not over
looked.
But the heart of “ witnessing to win”
must always lie in the unstructured,
unscheduled, loving witness and life of
the believer.
“ L et your light so shine before
men . .
Jesus said it— let us go and do it.

Preaching is not in danger of being
replaced by the recent upsurge of small
group meetings, because it has something
immediate and intimate about it that is unique

The Pastor’s Finest Hour
By Tom Nees*
about
the various responsibilities of the
pastor. Someone asked, “ W hat is your
most rewarding task?” W e talked about
it for a while. I don’t recall all that was
said, but it started me rethinking the
ministry. W ithout a doubt, my most
rewarding experience is preaching.
T here is nothing for me so fulfilling as
knowing the inspiration of the Spirit
and feeling the response of the congre
gation to something worth hearing.
Preaching is not easy. It doesn’t get
easier. Preachers improve, not because
the task becomes less strenuous. They
improve when they keep working at it,
keep praying, and keep preparing un
til, a fter a few years, a backlog of in
spiration and information surfaces in

A

GROUP O F US W E R E TALKING

“ Pastor, First Church, Washington, D.C.
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nearly every message.
It does get easier to “ slough o ff.” I
have found, with just a few years of
experience, I can fill 30 minutes of any
service with rhetoric. W ith little or no
preparation anyone with a homiletical
mind and a m inisterial tone can divide
a subject or verse into three points and
elaborate. Th e danger is in thinking
that every 30-m inute monologue is
preaching.
No one knows better than the
preacher the difference betw een poorly
prepared, self-energized speeches and
proclamation inspired by the Spirit.
I have experienced enough of both to
make me ashamed of my poor efforts
and long to make every sermon what it
ought to be. There have been times
when I have wished for someone else to
fill my place. But whenever someone
The P re a ch er's M agazine

does, I feel like I did during the days
of my high school football, sitting on
the bench, waiting to get into the
game.
Some people are speculating that the
days of preaching may com e to an end,
the church of tomorrow will consist of
small groups rather than large congre
gations, everyone will have opportunity
to enter into a discussion of the Word.
Few would criticize a return to
authentic New Testam ent patterns of
worship. Small groups of believers
meeting for study and prayer are to be
welcomed. But if our interest is to re
turn to the ways of first-century Chris
tianity, preaching will becom e more,
not less, important. Th e basic concept
of preaching as proclamation is found
in the New Testam ent. W hile the
Church did m eet in homes, the apostles
were primarily preachers. St. Paul’s
advice to Tim othy was simply, “ Preach
the word.’’
The Church thrived then, and will
now, on a com bination of group fellow
ship and public proclamation. This was
the genius of the W esleyan revival.
W esley’s class m eetings provided op
portunity for in-depth Bible study and
disciplined living, indispensable in
gredients for spiritual life. Wesley,

though, was a preacher. He took the
Word directly to the people and spen
his efforts training others to make
preaching an effective means of reach
ing eighteenth-century England wit!
the gospel.
Preaching is not likely to diminisl
in importance as long as men anc
women know how to preach. The
preacher is in little danger of being re
placed by the recent upsurge in grouj:
fellowship or even the influence o
communications media. I sometime
wonder, looking over the congregation
W hy are they here? They could have
watched or listened to well-producec
programs featuring such renownec
preachers as Billy Graham, Oswalt
Hoffm an, or several others. T he fact i
that most of those who come week afte
week have listened to some of these.
W hy do they keep coming? It’s no
because I have something clever o
spectacular to say. There is no way ou
local services can match the dramatii
effect of these professional productions
People congregate in thousands o
churches, large and small, Sunda;
morning, Sunday evening, and durin;
the week. They travel to revival meet
ings, camp meetings, and assemblie
for one reason. They are drawn by thi

T h ere is not enough h eartbreak over the lost, not enough soul
burden, not enough groaning and w eeping and fasting and crying.
M oreover, and as a consequ ence, there is not enough deep and
genuine conviction for sin am ong the unsaved of our fam ilies and
friends. H y pocrites are too com fortable in our presen ce, and in our
m eetings. B ick erin g and backbitin g go w ith too little condem nation.
Sour holiness, bitter devotion to persons and causes, lightness in the
hom es and in the churches, w orldliness, love of ease and occupation
w ith social conventionalities am ong the w om en, covetousness and
love of m oney am ong the m en, contentm ent w ith the m ediocre,
d elight in nice clothes and com fortable hom es, m easuring m en by
the salaries they receiv e, w eighing people by the position they o ccu 
py— all these things get by w ith too little reproof because the light is
not bright enough to d iscover their devilish origin.
— J . B . Chapm an
July, 1972
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magnetism of that unique happening
when God inspires His spokesmen to
preach the Word.
T here is something im mediate and
intim ate about preaching. It cannot be
conveyed by radio or television, nor
will it be replaced by group dynamics.

You must be there to experience it.
Paul called it the “ foolishness of
preaching.” Call it foolishness, unique
ness, or unction. However it is under
stood, real preaching is an unforget
table experience for both preacher and
congregation.

Preachers’ Coronary Club
W ith m ore and m ore p reachers becom ing victim s of heart attack s, C o ro 
nary Club is extending m em bership to those who only a few years ago w ere
considered much too young to be adm itted. No doubt m any p reach ers, young
and old, are seeking m em bership, but have lacked inform ation on how to be
com e m em bers. The following rules, if follow ed, will assure speedy action
tow ard mem bership:
1. N ever say, “ N o.”
2. Insist on being liked by, and try to please, everyone.
3. Never delegate responsibility. If you must appoint a com m ittee, do
all the work yourself.
4. Never plan a day off, but if you are forced to take one, visit a p reach erfriend and spend the day talking about church problem s— yours and his.
5. Never plan for a night at hom e, but if it happens that you have no
m eetings or calls, be sure to accep t an outside speaking engagem ent.
6. T ake all the revivals your church will tolerate, then book m ore for
your vacations. (P lace all honoraria in a separate accoun t earm ark ed, “ H eart
F u n d .” This will help pay m edical expenses when your coronary com es.)
7. Never allow enough tim e to drive com fortably to an appointm ent.
(This will do two things: It will show people how busy you are, and will p ro
tect the reputation p reachers have as fast drivers.)
8. W hen your doctor advises you to slow down, ignore him and brag
about the fact that you would rath er w ear out than rust out.
9. Take the burdens of your people to the L ord , but don’t leave them
there. Play God and feel that the Kingdom depends on you.
10. W atch atten dan ce records, especially the Sunday school. If it lags a
bit, decide it’s tim e to m ove, and always w onder w hat caused people to dislike
you.
11. Be sure to beat the record of the form er pastor and try hard to beat
your own each year.
12. L ead your church into a building p rogram , w h ether they need it or
not, and consider yourself b etter qualified than the arch itect and give it your
personal supervision.
13. Consider it your civic duty to be a m em ber of every club in town and
becom e president of as m any as you can.
14. If, having done all these, you don’t succeed , accep t the largest church
you can find and work very tirelessly, and you should have a coronary within
six months.
— Reprinted from G od's M issionary S tan dard, July, 1969, Penns Creek, Pa.
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EVANGELISM

Conferences
FALL of 1972
and SPRING of 1973

a new, thrilling concept of direct communication and interchange of
ideas for our Decade of IMPACT (IM m ediate Personal ACTion for
Christ). Plan now to attend, and remember to pray for the conferences
in your area.
DATE

CONFERENCE

1972
September 18-19
September 20-22
September 25-26
September 27-28
September 29-30
October 2-3
October 4-5
October 12-13
October 23-24
October 25-26
October 27-28
October 30-31
November 2-3
November 6-7
November 8-9

Des Moines
Kankakee
ENC
Toronto
Detroit
Mt. Vernon
Indianapolis
Mid-America
Bethany
Austin
Texarkana
Nashville
Jacksonville
Richmond
Lansdale

1973
February 26-27
March 1-2
March 5-6
March 7-8
March 9-10
March 12-13
March 26-27
March 29-30
April 2-3
April 4-5
April 6-7
April 9-10
April 12-13 .
18

Colorado Springs
Salt Lake City
Sacramento
Pasadena
Phoenix
Albuquerque
Minneapolis
Casper
Nampa
Eugene
Spokane
Calgary
Winnipeg
Nazarene Preacher

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

PASTOR— a Service to You
When you change address, fill in the form below and mail to the General Secratary.
N am e________________________________________ Date of Change_____________
New A ddress_______________________________________________—--------------------C ity ____________________________________ S tate ___________ Z ip _____________
Name of C hurch________________________________________ D is tric t------------------New Position: Pastor ( ); Evang. ( ); O th e r-----------------------------------------------------Former Address____________________________________________________ _______
Former C hurch____________________________________________ — --------------------All official records at Headquarters and periodicals checked below will be changed
from this one notification.
Check: “ Herald of Holiness” ( ); “ Other Sheep” ( ); “ Nazarene Preacher” ( );
Other ______________________________________________________ —
(Clip and send to the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131.)

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

SUPERINTENDENT’S
PLAN BOOK
Binder

to the FIRST 3,000 Sunday Schools
who order the fall, 1972

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT’S
RESOURCES PACKET

fo r

A MUST for ALL Sunday School Superintendents
Fall quarter features a 34-page Planning Calendar projecting the program of the
Sunday school for the next 12 months, punched ready to insert in this FREE
binder.

ACT NOW to Assure Your FREE Binder
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
POST OFFICE BOX 527, KANSAS CITY, M ISSOURI 64141

HOME M ISSIO NS

□

What will 5 percent for district
home missions budgets do?

★ It will make possible a wellconceived, adequately financed
home missions program that will
attract enthusiastic lay home
missionary support resulting in—
• An aggressive, growing,
evangelizing church
• An increased number of
Nazarene churches of all
sizes, in all areas, preach
ing the gospel to all peo
ple
• An increased outreach at
home and an added thrust
for growth everywhere
Support 5 percent for
district home missions budgets NOW.

DEPARTMENT OF HOME MISSIONS
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
July, 1972
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MILLIONS MORE

w ill hear e
A PORTUGUESE - LANGUAGE BROADC
Mozambique, etc.

$

110,000for IN
EVERY SOCIETY—EV]
NAZARENE WORLD

RING

LANGUAGE RADIO
MEMBER—SHARING
NONARY SOCIETY

CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

It’s not too late . . .
. . . to get involved in the
denomination-wide study of

HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE
by

Ralph Earle
This course is a must in understanding the how, what,
where, when, and why of the form ation of our Bible.
DON’T FORGET, IT’S NOT TOO LATE!
Register for CST Unit 120a— “ Introduction to the Bible.”
(Home Study Guides are available.)

HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE / 119 pages / paper / $1.50
May be ordered from your Nazarene Publishing House.
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QUOTABLE
SERIYONIC MflTERJflLS

FACTS AND FIGURES CONCERNING _ _
THE WORLD AND ITS NEEDS
E N G L I S H -S P E A K I N G P E O P L E
A N D N O N -E N G L I S H -S P E A K I N G

PEO PLE

of the w o rld ’s population speak English.
91%
of the w o rld does not speak English.
NON-ENGLISH
of the w o rld 's C h ristia ns co m e from the English-speaking 9 percent.
of th e w o rld ’s C h ristia ns co m e from the n o n-E nglish-speaking 91 percent.
of the ordained p re a ch e rs in th e w orld m in ister to the English-speaking 9 per
cent.
6% of the ordained p re a ch e rs in the w orld m in ister to the non-E nglish-speaking
91 percent.
96% of the C h u rch 's in co m e is spent am ong the E nglish-speaking 9 percent.
4% of the C h u rch 's in co m e is spent am ong the n on-E nglish-speaking 91 percent.

9%
91%
90%
10%
94%

THE
64%
6%
50%
63%
29%
58%
44%

of
of
of
of
of
of
of

the
the
the
the
the
the
the

U N IT E D

ST A T ES H A S:
56%
43%
35%
26%
29%
22%

E nglish-speaking peoples
w o rld 's population
w o rld ’s w ealth
w o rld ’s m a n u fa ctu re d goods
w o rld 's railroads
w o rld 's au tom o b ile s
w o rld 's tru c k s

W O RLD

of
of
of
of
of
of

the
the
the
the
the
the

w o rld ’s
w o rld ’s
w o rld ’s
w o rld ’s
w o rld ’s
w o rld ’s

telephones
radios
e le c tric o utput
steel
petroleum
coal

M IS S IO N S

F orty-three thousand P rotestant m issio n arie s of the w orld o ccu p y som e 130 fields.
The C hurch of the N azarene has 558 m issio n arie s (w ith 33 new m issionaries) in 48
world areas.
Protestant ch u rch m em bers num ber about 67 m illio n in the United States and
8 m illion in C anada, a m issio n a ry-to -ch u rch -m e m b e r ratio of one to 2,500.
In the tw e n tie th c e n tu ry the p e rce n ta g e of m issionary personnel com pared to w orld
population has been s h rinking every decade.

W O RLD

N EED

There are a p p ro xim a tely 3 m illio n villa g e s in the w orld w ith o u t a reside n t gospel w it
ness.
More than half the people in the w orld do not know the way of salvation.
The Bible still w aits to be tran sla te d into m ore than 1,500 languages and dialects.
At the pre se n t rate of p rogress this would ta ke at least 150 years.

TO TAL G O SPEL CO VERAG E . . . W H EN ?
The gospel can co ve r the w orld in this generation if we w ill but a cce p t the im p lic a 
tion of the G reat C om m ission and obey Jesus Christ, who said:
I. You are M y w itnesses.
II. You are M y servants.
III. You are M y am bassadors.
The jo b w ill be done as soon as every child of God . . .
I. Prays as he ought.
II. G oes w here God sends him.
III. G ives as God prospers him.

NAZARENE INFORM ATION SERVICE

The City on the Hill

F

R ESH V IG O R and a renewed vi
ter known in their com munity, a series
sion of God’s plan for the Church
of proposed newspaper display ad
of the Nazarene cam e to thousands of vertisements is now available.
Nazarenes last month at M iam i Beach.
Copy has been written for five larger
As Nazarenes start the 1972-76
display advertisem ents and for three
quadrennium, the Holy Spirit in the
one-colum n advertisements. These are
coming weeks will transmit blessings
accom panied with suggestions on how
received at the General Assembly to in
best to proceed.
dividual churches everywhere.

As Salt and Light
In the Sermon on the M ount, Jesus
likened the influence of the Church to
salt and light (M atthew 5 :1 3 -1 6 )— a
fam iliar passage, basis of many ser
mons.
The M aster said that Christians were
like “ a city that is set on an hill
[which] cannot be hid.” Dr. Ralph
Earle, in B eacon B ible C om m en tary ,
observes: “ W hether we like it or not,
we are on display before the world all
the time. One can no more escape his
influence than his shadow.”

Deeds of Kindness
Jesus referred to himself as the “ light
of the world” and He called His fol
lowers the same thing.
Jesus placed importance on thoughts
and deeds of kindness as a means of
praising God with one’s life.
He explained that their “ light” was
to be their good works.
This is the Church that is “ set on an
hill,” whose victorious ongoing is like
the march of an army with banners.
In response to numerous requests, to
assist pastors in making the church b et
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Some Churches Unite

In some metropolitan areas and in
cities with three or more Nazarene
churches, pastors have worked together
on printed messages. Some have been
of an institutional nature and others as
a block listing of churches and services.
T he late Dr. L. A. Reed, famous
professor at the Nazarene Theological
Seminary, ran a series of small display
advertisements in the C hicago A m eri
can while pastor in that city.
He promised good music, friendly
atmosphere, and a Bible-centered ser
mon. He captured interest with his
sermon topics.
Dr. Reed’s goal was to increase sum
mer church attendance and his ad
vertisem ent series helped.
He told pastors: “ Be sure to have
something to advertise, and then ad
vertise in reliance upon the Holy Spirit
and to the extent of your budget.
Advertising pays!”
For free copies of advertising ma
terial, write: Nazarene Information
Service, 6401 T h e Paseo, Kansas City,
Mo. 64131.

O. Joe Olson

Nazarene Preacher

CO M M UNICATIO NS— RADIO

YOUR JULY OFFERING
for

MBSHUin BUM
WILL KEEP “LA HORA
NAZARENA” GOING OUT
OVER 708 STATIONS

WILL GET US STARTED ON A

PORTUGUESE

LANGUAGE BROADCAST

WE CAN REACH
MOZAMBIQUE
CAPE VERDE
PORTUGAL
BRAZIL and other areas
Rev. J o rg e d e B a rr os

Radio Division
July, 1972

COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

SUNDAY SCHOOL

PERINTENDENTS

RESOURCE
PACKET

A reliable source of practical, time-conserving know-how for leading a
successful Sunday school
* helps for building attendance * ideas for vitalizing visitation
• plans for recruiting teachers
6 p o s te rs e m p h a s iz in g th e n e w q u a d re n n ia l p ro g r a m
3 p o s te rs p r o m o tin g te a c h e r s ’ a n d o f fic e r s ’ m e e tin g s
B ook: A L L A B O U T TH E

B U S M IN IS T R Y

V ital in fo rm a tio n on a new eva n g e listic m ethod for re a c h 
ing new people
S u p e r in te n d e n t’s P la n n in g C a le n d a r
M onthly sheets h ighlighting SS -related em phasis and
space for noting local a ctivitie s. Punched for notebook.
S u p e r in te n d e n t’s G u id e
O utlines the task of the SS supe rinte ndent, w ith p ra c tic a l
suggestions for carryin g out these responsibilities.
Punched fo r notebook.

E n r o llm e n t- A tte n d a n c e C h a rt
V isual aid fo r c h a rtin g and c o m p a rin g SS grow th. M inia
tu re size fo r d e p a rtm e n t and cla ssroo m .
W o r k e r s ’ C o n fe re n c e A g e n d a
Im p o rta n t c o m m u n ic a tio n m ediu m , helpful fo r m aintain
ing e ffe c tiv e w o rk e rs ’ m eetings.

PLUS: n u m e r o u s b r o c h u r e s p r o v id in g t im e ly in fo r m a 
tio n o n s u c h s u b je c t s a s : R a lly D a y . . . T e a m T e a c h 
in g . . . V is ita tio n . . . W o r k e r s ’ M e e tin g . . . A ls o
in c lu d e s “ N e w s N o te s ” a n d “ H o w to U s e ” shee t.
C a s s e tte ta p e s a n d f ilm s t r ip s to b e in c lu d e d a t a p 
p r o p r ia te tim e s .

NEW IDEAS EVERY QUARTER to ke ep the SS su p e rin te n d e n t a b re a s t w ith the
la te s t m ethods a nd p ro g ra m s fo r m a in ta in in g a p ro g re s s iv e S unday school.
A ll th is fo r an in v e s tm e n t o f

ONLY $5.00
Superintendent’s
Plan Book

Prices slightly higher outside the continental United States

hist ujhot ive been umntuig
O rder on THIS FALL Q u a rte r’s
C hurch L iteratu re-S u pp lie s O rder
Blank and EVERY QUARTER
o r d ire c t fro m yo ur

N A Z A R E N E P U B L IS H IN G

HOUSE

POST O FFICE BOX 527, KANSAS C ITY, M IS SO U R I 6414

Provides a handy, perma
nent, and necessary lo
c a t i o n f o r P la n n in g
C a le n d a r, S u p e rin te n 
d ent's G uide, and other
im po rtan t referen ce m a
teria l, pre-punched for
im m ediate in sertion.
A ttractive ly designed, three -ring , 9 x 12, looseleaf binder includes five co lor-co de d dividers.
S-1972

O N L Y $2.95

M rs. B. E dgar Johnson

Overcoming Prayer Frustrations

a r e v i v a l when I was a
young teen-ager an evangelist
requested that each of us think of some
unsaved person, and by the uplifted
hand promise to pray for that one three
times daily until he was saved. Wishing
to cooperate, I hastily settled upon an
adult relative and raised my hand.
Since I seldom saw this person, al
most every night found me deeply re
morseful because I had forgotten to
pray the three times. In desperation I
decided to pray at each mealtime. But
still I prayed more prayers for forgive
ness (for forgetting) than I ever prayed
for the unsaved one. T he distressing
thought cam e that I might have to pray
for her the rest of my life— three times
a day— when I really felt no burden
and constantly forgot. A sense of guilt
hovered over me like a cloud.
Finally my pastor helped me by ex
plaining that in “ good faith” and a
desire to cooperate with the evange
list’s request, I had made an unwise
promise. He instructed me to talk to
the Lord about this impulsive vow, and
although I would still pray for this
person, ask God to release me from the
three-tim es-a-day pledge. W hat a bur
den of guilt was lifted!
Have you ever suffered guilt because
of forgotten prayer promises? Have

D

u r in g
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you com e across a letter, or a name
written on a slip of paper in your Bible,
that you had com pletely forgotten
about?
One of the best solutions for this is
on-the-spot prayer. W hen someone re
quests prayer or shares a special bur
den, instead of simply saying, “ I’ll re
m em ber you in my prayers,” or, “ My
husband and I will pray for you in
family worship,” it can mean a great
deal to say, “ L et’s pray about it right
now.” It is surprising how many times
and places this is possible— on the
phone, in the car, in stores, at restau
rants— almost anyplace you can im
agine.
My first introduction to this on-thespot praying occurred many years ago
when my sister expressed a prayer need
on the phone to a minister, and he
quickly responded, “ L et’s pray right
now!” She felt a tremendous lift and
an instant release of God’s power.
The phone can serve as a wonderful
means of prayer— a three-way “ hook
up” you might say. T he very miracle
of the telephone itself engenders faith
that Another, unseen, is hearing.
O nce when a distraught mother of a
wayward teen-ager called for prayer,
she cried, “ My grief is so terrible I can
feel my mind slipping . . . I’m break
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ing!” So "o v er the wires” we asked
for God’s calming presence to invade
her and restore her peace and faithNext time she saw me she said that as
soon as she hung up she was in control
of herself.
Another on-the-spot prayer occurred
at breakfast in a restaurant when a
m em ber confessed his backslidden
condition and wished to be relieved of
his church office. Instead of promising
to pray later, my husband said, “ L et’s
pray about it now,” and in an unob
trusive way they prayed. Tears began
to roll down the fellow’s face, but he
didn’t seem to care what the waitress
thought. He ate scarcely any break
fast, but he left the restaurant a re
stored man.
If the prayer request comes in a let
ter, better stop and pray right then!
It may be hours, or even days, before
you rem em ber, and then you may
never feel that same spontaneous con
cern as at the moment when you first
read it.
W hen you hear news on the radio,
TV, or newspaper of some accident or
tragedy I ’m sure you often pause, as I
do, and pray for the victims and their
families. Only God knows the effect of
these spontaneous prayers in situations
that remain unknown to us.
O nce when a friend’s pet was very
ill, and I sat beside her as her tears
spilled over, I felt prompted to put my
arms about her and pray then and
there, but “ quenched” it, thinking it
might seem foolish to pray for the ail
ing pet. But I’m sure now that I should
have. For whatever hurts us concerns
our Heavenly Father.
There are other causes for “ prayer
guilt.” W hat about those prayers that
are perfunctory? You try to pray, and
struggle to be fervent, but you cannot
induce a real burden for the particular
request— you never seem to “ touch”
God. And we do know when we have
prayed and made contact.
Or how long must you keep a person
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on your prayer list?
W hat about a promise to pray at a
certain time, but the doorbell rings, the
baby falls and has to be “ m ended,” or
the beans boil over? W e feel we have
betrayed someone.
O f course we should do our best to
have a regular devotional time, when
we spend time in God’s presence. But
we shouldn’t make prayer a chore, a
clock-w atching matter. For our inter
cessory prayer or special requests, a
good rule is to pray at the Spirit’s
prompting. There are times when you
are working about the house, in the
office, in the yard, and you think of
someone who needs prayer. Stop and
pray! W hen the Spirit prompts your
memory, then is the time to pray! If
possible, slip to your knees by a bed or
chair, or bow your head at your desk,
but do it then. Prompt obedience to the
Spirit’s reminders will produce a far
greater intercessory prayer life than the
clock.
One young lady testified in prayer
m eeting that while she was vacuuming
the floor that week she felt such an urge
to pray that she just shut off the vacu
um cleaner and knelt at the divan. Her
account of blessing triggered a response
in several “ fringe” mem bers of her set.
Telephone praying can be used here
also. One evening we felt an unusual
concern for a young friend in a distant
state and the impression grew stronger
to phone her. She was in tears and told
us her husband had packed up and left
her that evening. W hat a boost to both
her and our own faith to realize the
loving care of the Father!
As a pastor’s wife you will have many
requests for prayer. T he next time
someone expresses a need, if possible
say, “ L e t’s pray about it right now.”
Help the burdened one to an im medi
ate com m itm ent of the problem (Ps.
37 :5 ), and encourage him to trust and
give thanks. Then keep your heart
sensitive and instantly obedient to the
Spirit’s promptings to pray.
The P re a ch e r’s M agazine

faith in ACTION
Can a Man Preach on Carnality—
If He Wasn’t Born on a Farm?
By Gene Van Note*

Certainly you rem em ber this classic
illustration: “ As a young man I was
converted. Not long after that I heard
my first sermon on holiness. T he
preacher explained that every person
who was ‘ saved’ but not sanctified’
still had the carnal nature. But I was
so happy in my Christian experience I
was certain I did not need anything
more.
“ The next morning I went out to do
the milking. W e had one Holstein cow
which was really mean. T h e day be
fore, she had broken down the fence
and gotten into the thistles. That morn
ing she kept swatting me in the face
with her tail full of stickers. After about
the tenth time, I whacked her on the
flank and she picked up her foot and
put it down in the pail of milk.
“ That made me so mad, I took the
milking stool and beat her until it
broke. As I stood there with the pieces
in my hand 1 cried, ‘ O God, I do need
something m ore!’ I begged the cow to
forgive me and asked God to cleanse
that ‘old man of sin’ from my heart and
sanctify me wholly. And He did!”
There were similar stories which
were centered around the slop and
slime of the hogpen, or the kicking
mule, or the horse that wanted to run
but refused to work. Each of these situ
ations revealed the need for the Lord to
reach deeper into the heart than ever
before.
"Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Carm arillo, Calif.
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Now thanks be to God for everyone
who has received the Holy Spirit into
his life by whatever route.
But suppose a man was not born on a
farm. W hat then? W hat if he was never
outwitted by a dirty old pig? Can he
preach on carnality? If he does, what
should he say?
As a starter he will need to keep in
mind that most of the people who hear
him preach were not born on the farm
either. At the turn of the century the
population of North America was 60
percent rural; now it is 75 percent
urban. Is carnality a matter of geogra
phy or humanity? T he answer is clear.
T he Word of God also has something
to say to those who have never followed
a plow.
The man with his fender bent, or his
home broken, or his future smashed, or
his heart crushed by a sophisticated so
ciety, needs Christ to help him just as
much as the man who has been hit in
the face by a cow’s tail. M aybe more!
Never in history have men needed
to hear Christ more than they need to
hear Him today. In times of violence,
destruction, fear, and change let us
preach clearly and convincingly God’s
fu ll remedy for the sin of the world.
Yet let us make certain that not only is
our message scriptural but that our il
lustrations are contemporary. He is still
“ able . . . to save them to the utter
most that come unto God by him. ”
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. . But God
Gave the Increase”
By Phillip L. Cory*

Sometim es as a m inister I am tem pt
ed to think of myself as a man with a
jo b to do and of God as my Helper in
getting the task done. O f course this
thinking can be compared with going
the wrong way on a one-way street. In
reality God has a jo b to do and I must
be the helper in getting the task done.
Every minister needs to have an ex
perience periodically to remind him
that after all this is God’s work and not
just m an’s task to get men into the
Kingdom. Recently I had just such an
experience.
Through VBS our church had made
contact with a fine couple who had two
lovely children. N either of the parents
was in church nor had they been for all
of their adult lives. But God helped us
to make friends of them and they be
gan to faithfully attend the services of
the church.
On frequent visits I had the oppor
tunity to talk to them about the gospel
and what it means. I tried my best to
get through the Four Spiritual Laws,
the five steps in the “ L ife” brochure,
and the Kennedy approach, but to no
avail. Their hearts were receptive, but
somehow I was not able to lead either
of them to a com m itm ent to Jesus
Christ.
One evening I was in their home and
again speaking to them about spiritual
things when the wife stopped me in the
middle of everything and said, “ Now
tell me again, W hat does it mean to be
saved— to be born again?” O nce more
I began to explain as simply as I knew.
She interrupted me and with an air of
certainty explained, “ W ell, I’ve already
done th at.” W ith surprise I answered,
“ You’ve done what?” She replied,
“ I’ve prayed and asked God to forgive
me of my sins.”
I sat dumbfounded, yet with a great
“Pastor, Mount Laurel Church of the Nazarene,
Moorestown, N.J.
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joy in my heart, and it began to dawn
on me. This lady had been in Sunday
school for the first tim e the week b e
fore. She had also found that she was
able to understand the Scriptures,
much to her own am azem ent. She told
me in the course of conversation that a
scripture I had preached on had been
puzzling to her and her husband, but
that suddenly she understood what it
meant.
I had tried so hard to win her, yet
without success. I had done everything
that I knew to do, but had not won her.
Yet God, in a private m om ent and in a
secret place, reached out and claimed
her to him self and saved her.
W ill she make it as a C hristian? Of
course, because God has given the in
crease. T h e Sunday morning following
this experience I asked this wonderful
lady to step forward and testify pub
licly that she had accepted Jesus Christ.
W ith an air of victory and confidence
she knelt at the altar while I, along
with the board members of the church,
vowed before God and the people that
we would do our utmost to nurture this
“ babe in C hrist” to mature spiritual
adulthood.
M ore and more I am impressed that
we should “ get out of God’s way” and
let Him give the increase. W e are only
helpers to step into the scene when we
are beckoned by the Master.

Tonight I Cut His Hair—
By Kenneth L. Kern*

A rather unorthodox statem ent for a
m inister to make. Perhaps even an un
wise one, but these are the facts.
A week and a day had passed since I
preached on the subject “ God’s Cure
for the Blues,” with content from
Psalms 77. Tonight because someone
had told Gary that I was the “ college
barber,” he asked me to cut his hair.
W ith shoulder-length hair and a back"Associate pastor, Melwood Church of the Nazarene,
W ashington, D .C.
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ground of unhealthy youthful freedom,
drugs, and a school dropout, he cam e to
the parsonage for a haircut.
Gary, now 17 and a hippie in prac
tice and appearance, was one of the
seekers at the altar a week ago on
Sunday morning. Until about two
months ago he had never attended any
church and didn’t know anything
about spiritual life. Now his changed
life witnesses to a power greater than
he had known before.
That he wanted to have his long,
rebelliously symbolic hair cut off was
not the result of anyone’s urging. He
simply noticed that with the youth of
our church long hair among men was
not found. Now handsome in appear
ance and interested in the church
programs, Gary is always there.
Gary’s m other has attended several
services and has noticed that God’s
people have something different about
them. W e trust that she will come to
know the Lord soon.
W hat impressed me in this recent
experience with Gary is the fact that
our standards did not win him to the
church. T h e message of a cure for sinsick souls appealed to him. He sought
and found God. W ith this newfound
love, he wanted to dress and look like
the rest of God’s children. As I cut his
hair 1 thought, W hen one finds God,
isn’t it wonderful how the sin is pared
off and the new creature shines
through?
Yes, Gary still has problems, because
this is an entirely new way of life. To be
responsible, finish school, and pursue a
college education is quite a challenge,
but God is able. He has brought Gary
this far and will see him have victory
according to his faith.
Already others who have been Gary’s
friends have been in contact with me or
the church, and we trust that, as these
strange-looking people find their way
through our sanctuary doors and down
our aisles, their visit to the church will
not end in the pew, but in finding
July, 1972

eternal life. New doors are opening to
reach these mixed-up youth. My prayer
is, “ Father, help me to be prepared in
Your Spirit to help them find You.”

GLEANINGS jl
from the Greek

Mi
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y

By Ralph Earle*

I Cor. 4:16
“ Fo llow ers” or “ Im itators” ?
O ur words “ m im ic” and “ m im eograph”
both com e from the Greek word here,
mimetai, which occurs seven tim es in the
New T estam ent (cf. 11:1; Eph. 5 :1 ; 1 Tim .
1 :6 ; 2 :1 4 ; Heb. 6 :1 2 ; I Pet. 3 :13). It always
means ‘ im itators,’’ which is a stronger term
than “ followers.” Paul wanted the C o
rinthian Christians to im itate him, as he
was im itating Christ (11:1).
“ Puffed U p” or “ A rrogant” ?
T h e verb physioo (v. 18) is used six times
in this Epistle, three times in this chapter
(4:6, 18, 19; 5 :2 ; 8 :1 ; 13:4) and only once
elsew here in the New T estam ent (Col. 2:
18). This reflects the spiritual pride of the
Corinthians, which was their main problem.
T h e word com es from physa, which
means "b ello w s.” "to puff up or blow up,

means "bellows." So it means "to puff
up or blow up, inflate” (A-S). In the
New T estam ent the verb is always used
m etaphorically in the sense of being puffed
up with pride.
T h e context suggests that “ arrogant”
(W eym outh, RSV ) may be the best transla
tion here. Som e m em bers of the Corinthian
congregation were carrying on arrogantly,
assuming that Paul would not com e and
straighten things out.
“ W ord ” or “ Talk” ?
“ Speech” (v. 19) and “ word” (v. 20) are
both translations of logos. T h e RSV is con
sistent in having “ talk” in both places. This
is perhaps the best rendering. Paul’s op
ponents in Corinth were doing a lot of talk
ing, but they lacked real power. T h e apostle
“Professor of the New Testam ent, Nazarene Theo
logical Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.
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asserts that the kingdom of God is not mere
talk; it is the power of the Holy Spirit,
which these self-inflated Corinthians sadly
lacked.
Excom m unication?
Chapter 5 deals with a case of flagrant
immorality in the church at Corinth. O ne of
its m em bers was living with his stepm other.
This is what is called “ incest,” and it was
particularly abhorrent to the pagans of that
day. So this sin in the church was bringing
serious reproach on the nam e of Christ.
Yet the proud, stubborn Corinthians were
arrogant when they should have been
repentant.
In verse 2, Paul says that they should
have put the guilty person out of church,
should have excluded him from their fel
lowship. He concludes his discussion of this
problem by saying that the “ wicked per
son” should be “ put away from among
yourselves” (v. 13). This rather clearly
means excom m unication.
But what is the apostle talking about in
verses 3 -5? H e says that he has already
rendered a ju dgm ent in the case. W ith
apostolic authority he was moved “ to de
liver such an one unto Satan for the destruc
tion of the flesh, that the spirit may be
saved in the day of the Lord Jesu s” (v. 5).
Paul uses sim ilar language in I Tim . 1:20.

m ade to serve G o d ’s aim of salvation ’’ (pp.
113-14). T h e delivering to Satan was penal,
but it had a rem edial purpose.
“ L eaven ” or “ Y east” ?
Paul quotes an old proverb: “ A little
leaven leavens all the dough” (cf. v. 6). T o
regular readers of the King Jam es Version
the term “ leaven” is familiar. But many
readers of the Bible today might not be
aware of the fact that “ leaven” means
"y east. O f course, in this day when very
little baking is done at hom e, probably most
young people would not know w hat yeast
is! So perhaps the use of the “ m odern” term
"y e a s t” might not prove helpful. It is true
that “ leaven” has becom e deeply ingrained
in our language as a symbol of evil, al
though it is som etim es used for a good in
fluence. Basically it means what affects the
whole (of society or a group).

“ F o rn ica to rs” or "Im m o ra l” ?
In verses 10 anti 11 the apostle mentions
various types of sinful people. He says that
we cannot avoid associating w ith such peo
ple in this world, but we are not to tolerate
them in the church.
W e have already noted that the Greek
word translated “ fornication” can refer to
many kinds of im m orality, including adul
tery and probably hom osexuality. So
"fo rn icato rs” here should be rendered as
H.
A. W. M eyer writes helpfully on this
" t h e immoral.
passage. He suggests that, while the church
could excom m unicate an erring m em ber, it
“ Covetous” or “ G reed y” ?
was the prerogative of only the apostles to
T h e noun p leo n ek tes occurs in both these
consign a man to Satan. H e calls the latter
verses and 6:11. Elsew here in the New T es
“ the in ten sified penalty of excom m unica
tam ent it is found only in Eph. 5:5 . It re
tion” (C ritical and E xegetical H an d b ook to
fers to a "g reed y person, as we would say
the Epistles to the C orinthians, p. 112).
today.
M eyer also calls attention to the fact
that what is to be destroyed is the sarx,
“ E xtortio n ers” or “ R obbers” ?
“ the flesh,” not the body. The o b ject of
T h e adjective harpax, used here as a sub
Paul s judgm ent of the man was that “ his
stantive, com es from the verb harpazo,
sinful flesh ly nature, which is turned to
which means “ to seize, catch up, snatch
account by the indwelling power of sin as
away, carry o ff by force” (A-S). So the
the workplace of his desires and lusts, might
reference here is to what we would call
be em ptied of its energy of sinful life by the
“ robbers” (R SV ) or “ swindlers” (N EB ).
pains of bodily sickness, and m ight in so
“ R ailer” or “ Abusive” ?
far perish and com e to nought. It is not his
som a [body] that is to d ie, but his sarx
T h e noun loidoros is found only here and
|flesh]” (p. 113). He goes on to say: “ O b 
in 6 :1 0 , where it is translated “ reviler” in
serve that it is with an anti-Christian pur
KJV. It com es from the verb loidoreo,
p o se that Satan smites the man delivered
which means “ to abuse, revile” (A-S). Per
over to him with bodily misery, but that
haps the best contem porary translation
against his own will this purpose of his is
would be “ an abusive person.”
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IN T H E ^ S T U D Y
Relevant today, this sermon from the past,
preached in Danville, III., First
Church of the Nazarene in 1938 by Pastor
Purinton, not published until now—

Twentieth-Century Christianity
By W. S. Purinton*

F o r h e [Barnabas] was a g o o d
man , and fu ll o f the Holy Ghost and o f
faith: and m uch p e o p le was a d d ed unto
the L ord (Acts 11:24).
T e x t:

I n t r o d u c t i o n : I will present twentiethcentury Christianity today by making a
comparison with first-century Chris
tianity. Barnabas is a striking example
of a first-century Christian. He was a
Levite, of the island of Cyprus, a con
vert to Christ, who was called out to
preach the gospel and who traveled
with Paul on his first missionary jour
ney. His life is described in one verse
(text) which pictures four sides of his
nature. Each quality mentioned re
garding Barnabas is within the range of
possibility for every Christian today.
I.

H

e

W

as

a

G

ood

M

an

.

Would to God that this were true of
every man! T he only reason it is not
true is because of sin. Ever since the
fall of man in Eden the awful disease of
sin has found its way into the hearts
° Retired elder, Pompano Beach, Fla.
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and lives of men. If we can get rid of
sin, every bad man can becom e good.
There is only one way to find this de
liverance— not by reform, church join
ing, card signing, or baptism alone—
but by the new birth. "Y e must be born
again.”
A sincere repentance, a turning from
sin, and a simple faith in the atoning
blood of Jesus Christ will cause old
things to pass away and all things to be
com e new. God will roll away the bur
den and assure your heart that the past
is forgiven, and will give grace to live a
g o o d life. The Bible standard for Chris
tians— w hether in the first century or
the tw entieth— is for every Christian to
be good. Not always great or rich or
beautiful, but always good. Barnabas
was a good man because God came into
his life. This is possible today. Has He
com e to you?
II.

H

e

G

h o st

W

as

F

u ll

o f

th e

H

o ly

.

Barnabas is here pictured as a man so
consecrated, dead to self and the world,
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and obedient to God that the Holy
Spirit fully possessed his heart and
mind and body. If you say: “ That
sounds strange— for a man to be full of
the Holy Ghost,” I will know you have
not been reading your Bible. This ex
pression is common in the Holy Book.
It is a common experience for men in
Old and New Testam ent times: Joseph,
Daniel, John the Baptist, Peter, the 120
in the Upper Room at Pentecost— these
were all filled with the Holy Ghost.
In every age since then, where God
has worked and great awakenings have
come, it has been when the Holy
Ghost, the Third Person of the Divine
Trinity, has been honored and has
taken possession of the hearts and lives
of men. George Fox of the Quakers,
John W esley of the M ethodists, W il
liam Booth of the Salvation Army,
Charles G. Finney, Dwight L. Moody,
P. F. Bresee, and countless others were
all men filled with the Holy Ghost.
Thank God, we still live in the dispen
sation of the Holy Spirit. “ And it shall
come to pass in the last days, saith God,
I will pour out of my Spirit upon all
flesh” (Acts 2:17).
A real tw entieth-century Christian
walks in all the new light God shines
across his pathway. Sooner or later, he
feels a struggle within and realizes
(though already saved) that the traits of
carnality— envy, jealously, hatred, and
selfishness— are there. As he goes to
prayer, consecrates his all, and tarries
before the Lord, the Holy Ghost comes
to burn out inbred sin, purify the heart,
and fill him with the Divine Presence.
He then speaks, not in some unknown
tongue, but in a new tongue (the
Canaan language) to glorify God and
witness for Him. A real tw entieth-cen
tury Christian, like that first-century
Christian, Barnabas, is Spirit-filled.
Have you received the Holy Ghost?
III. H e W a s F u l l o f F a i t h .
He believed God. He stepped out
from the law to obtain through faith in
40

Christ the benefits of grace. He be
lieved in God’s power to save, sanctify,
keep, and do exploits for God. Barnabas
believed God was bigger than the devil,
that God was still on the throne. He be
lieved Christ was able to change the
hearts of heathen men and pardon their
many sins. Through faith he stepped
out with Paul on a great missionary
tour. Do you believe God is able to do
this same work today? W e live in a
world of doubt and fear. Many in the
churches are fearful and afraid. They
do not believe in God and His mighty
power; they are looking to man alone.
God needs men and women of faith
today. Can He have you? Barnabas had
no corner on faith. You too can have
your share if you will really pray and
believe.
IV. H e W a s F r u i t f u l .
“ Much people was added unto the
Lord.” He took religion seriously. He
put God first. He was unselfish. He
lived to help others. He worked at the
job. He was so filled to overflowing
with the blessing of God that it spilled
over to bless others. He made salvation
attractive. Many others wanted what
he had. He was a soul winner. God
needs such Christians in this twentieth
century. Are you a fruitful Christian?
Does your life attract others to Christ?
Not one thing that is
said about Barnabas but could also be
said about you if you obey God. May
this shining example of first-centurv
Christianity stir us to live more fully
for Christ in this tw entieth century.
May the example of Barnabas chal
lenge all of us: to be g o o d in the midst
of evil; to obtain G od’s fullness when
many are em pty; to have faith in a
world of doubt and fear; to b e fruitful,
when many are barren. “ They that be
wise shall shine as the brightness of the
firm am ent; and they that turn many to
righteousness as the stars for ever and
ever” (Dan. 12:3).
C o n c lu s io n :
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1. He desired to becom e in
dependent of all authority.
2. He had, no doubt, seen or
heard of the lure of the
world outside of home.
3. He was possessed by the
great sin of pride.

The Folly of Sin
T e x t:
In

Luke 15:11-24

t r o d u c t io n

:

T h e story of the wandering life of the
prodigal son illustrates perfectly the
folly of sin.
The Pharisees and scribes had long
complained of Jesus’ relationship with
sinners. They murmured, “ This man
receiveth sinners, and eateth with
them .” No doubt this parable had a
reference to the position which the Jew
and the G entile were to take in regard
to the preaching of the gospel. It was
probably originally designed to rebuke
the self-righteousness of the scribes and
the Pharisees. It was to show them that,
in despising Jesus for receiving sinners
and eating with them, they were al
together out of harmony with Him.
Very simply, this is the story of a
young man who left home in search of
a good time, got his fill of it, and re
turned. This is only the surface picture.
Actually, it illustrates the earnestness
with which God seeks the lost sinner
and, on the other hand, it describes the
result of that search in the voluntary re
turn of the sinner himself.
The purpose of this sermon is to
show the bountiful love of the Father
in the forgiving of all sins.
In d iscu ssin g th e story of the
prodigal son, 1 shall follow the se
quence of his life: (1) his departure
from home, (2) his state of wandering,
(3) his return, and (4) the reconcilia
tion.
I. His D e p a r t u r e f r o m
H om e
A. T he requ est o f this young man
was, “ Father, give me the por
tion of goods that falleth to
m e."
July, 1972

B. " H e div id ed unto them his liv

ing.”
1. This is proof of God’s great
love.
2. It is also significant of man’s
freedom to make his own
decisions.
II. His S t a t e o f W a n d e r i n g
A. H e “ took his journey into a fa r
country, and there wasted his
substance with riotous living.”
1. The “ far country” shows
that he was separated from
home.
a. Th e real horror of hell is
that one has his soul
completely severed from
God.
b. W ith this in mind, many
have already begun to
live in hell.
2. This was a state of hilarious
living because he “ spent
all.”
a. He obtained the very
best in clothes, “ car,”
“ hotel suite,” etc.
b. He paid dearly to asso
ciate with “ high soci
ety.”
3. Soon all of his money was
gone and “ he began to be in
want.
a. This is a very sad picture
of downward progress.
b. He cam e to the place
where he received no
satisfaction from those
things that had previous
ly satisfied.
c. His friends deserted him.
4. Next, he becam e a servant
by selling himself to “ a
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citizen of that country.”

1. God is a God of marvelous
and great love.
2. He constantly is waiting for
the prodigal to return home.
3. All heaven is greatly con
cerned over one soul— your
soul!

a. The “ citizen” to which
he sold himself was Satan
himself.
b. He now becam e servant
to the very thing that he
had set out to conquer.
c. He yielded himself to the
service of evil.
5. He becam e caretaker of the
swine.
a. This is the filthiest jo b a
man could have.
b. Jesus uses this to depict a
real picture of sin.
III.

His R e t u r n
A. This prodigal fin ally “ cam e to

him self.’’
1. He saw himself now in the
light of what he could be,
were he home.
2. To come to oneself, basical
ly, means to see yourself in
the light of the eternal God
and be honest to recognize
where you really stand.
3. The effect of sin is such that
one almost loses the ability
to reason clearly.
B. He said, “ I will arise and g o to

my fath er. ”
1. Hunger probably overcame
his own pride.
2. No man need be hungry
when there is plenty of food
at the Father’s table.
C. As he starts fo r hom e, h e is now

a p erfect “fin ish ed product" o f
sin.
IV .

T

h e

R

e c o n c il ia t io n

A. His fa th e r receives him back

into the fam ily.
1. He brushes aside the son’s
confession.
2. He has his son clothed as
that becoming a king’s son.
3. He declares a great feast.
B. This brings us to the purpose o f

the parable.
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C

o n c l u s io n

:

As surely as this prodigal left home,
hit the very pits of sin and degradation,
returned home, and was forgiven of all
by his father, so you can be forgiven
today of your sins if you’ll only return
home to your Heavenly Father.
There is the story of an old hermit
who lived in a little cave overlooking a
small village. In the village there was a
group of children who, every time they
had a problem too great for their little
minds, would go to see the old hermit.
He was very wise and solved almost
every difficulty. As time went on, this
group of boys and girls grew up. After
they had all finished college, they re
turned home for a hom ecom ing cele
bration. After the festivities were
completed, the group went to see the
old hermit. O ne of the young lawyers,
who now sensed that the old man
wasn’t as wise as he seemed many years
ago, held a bird in his hand and asked
the hermit if it was dead or alive. The
scheme was to let the bird fly if he
answered, “ It is dead.” If he declared it
was alive, the lawyer would crush it
and let it fall to the ground. T he old
hermit deliberated for a moment, then
answered, “ As you will, my son, as you
will.
So it is with you today, my sinner
friend. You hold within your hand the
destiny of your own soul. Those of you
who are wandering, as the prodigal
son, in a life of sin, I bid you now,
“ Come to yourself, and come to G od.”
J

im

B

ond

Be careful of being so heavenly-m inded
that you b ecom e no earthly good.
The P re a ch er's M agazine

1. Some kind deed. Illus.:
Dorcas, Samaritan.
2. It goes beyond this: “ un
f e i g n e d l o v e of t h e
brethren.”
3. True love is a w ell-balanced
Christian principle. Com 
ment on I Corinthians 13.

Christian Example
T e x t : . . . b e thou an exam p le o f the
belivers, in w ord, in conversation , in
charity, in spirit, in fa ith , in purity
(I T im . 4 :1 2 ) .

I n t r o d u c t i o n : There is a tremendous
need for genuine Christian principles
demonstrated by God’s people. T here
is a great demand for Christian ethics
in a confused world. As one said: “ I
had rather see a sermon [in action],
than hear one [in precept] any day. I
would rather one w alk with me, than
merely show the way.’ May God en
able us to see these marvelous virtues
in the light of the Word of God.
I.

Be

an

E

x a m ple

in

W

o rd

.

A. Guard your lips with jealous
care. Let nothing proceed from
the lips that will besmirch the
fair pages of the book of your
life.
B. W atch your words. Ugly words
are exceedingly repulsive, of
fensive.
1. That which lies beneath the
su rfa c e o f th o u g h t w ill
em erge to the surface of
your speech.
2. Words can bless or destroy.
Illu s.: Church
divisions,
wars.
II.

B e an

C. In your private life— behind
the door. Your habits of prayer,
Bible reading. "O n ly let your
conversation be as it becom eth
the gospel” (Phil. 1:27).
Be

an

E x a m p le

in

C h a r ity .

A. This is love in action.
B. Many think of this as an act of
mercy or a handout.
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Be

an

E x a m p le

in

F a ith .

A. Faith that is strong, that refuses
to bend. Illus.: Hebrew chil
dren.
B. Faith in another, his church, in
his forebears.
C. Faith that dares to believe God.
Illus.: Paul.
V.

Be

an

E x a m p le

in

S p ir it.

A. The expression, “ He has a good
spirit.’
1. A spirit of aggression, want
ing to do something
2. A spirit that sparks enthusi
asm in others
May God give us such
Christian people in our churches. This
is the kind that will enable the minister
to hold his head high and cry out to the
world, “ Be a follower of us, even as we
follow C hrist.” This is the one great
need today. Let us feel the pulse of
Paul as he exhorted Tim othy to such a
life and example, and do likewise.
H e n r y T. B e y e r , J r .
Alexandria, La.
C o n c lu s io n :

E x a m p l e in C o n v e r s a t i o n .

A. In your conduct— deportment.
B. In your public life— not strait
laced, but upright, humble.

III.

IV.

A Mutual Provocation
Society
S c r ip tu r e :

Heb. 10:19-25

V. 24— “ And let us consider one
another to provoke unto love and to
good works.”
Too often the church becomes a
“ mutual admiration society.” W e sit
idly around congratulating ourselves on

T e x t:
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tiny excursions into decency and re
spectability. W hat the author of
Hebrews urges is a mutual “ provoca
tion” society.
Provoke has a good and a bad m ean
ing. Christians may provoke one an
other to anger, disgust, or wrongdoing.
But we are called by scripture to
provoke each other “ unto love and to
good works.” And the Scripture lesson
tells us how to im plem ent the text. Two
matters are before us then: the o bjec
tive and the method of Christian
provocation.
I.

T he

O b je c t iv e

First, “ provoke to lov e.” Love to
God is meant, for this is the first and
greatest law binding upon Christians.
W e are to stir one another to greater
love for God, which comes through
greater responses to His prior love for
us. But the second commandment, as
Jesus taught, is love for fellowmen.
And to a deeper and truer love for
neighbors we are to provoke one an
other.
Second, “ provoke unto love and to

g o o d w orks.” Love alone is not real
love. True love is always love and. Love
expresses itself by taking action in good
works. Toward God, these will be re
lated to Scripture reading, prayer, and
witnessing. Toward men, these will be
ministries of mercy aimed at the relief
of spiritual, physical, and social needs.
To this life of love in action we are
solemnly enjoined to provoke one an
other. W hich raises the question, How?
T he context supplies answers.
II.

T he

M eth o d

First, by the encouraging exam ple o f
holiness. “ Having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience, and our
bodies washed with pure water” (v. 22).
“ Hearts” is a figure for our total in
ner lives, “ bodies” for our total outer
lives. Inward and outward holiness, by
the grace and power of God, is a
method by which Christians are en
couraged to a deeper life and service.
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To see how God has overcom e sin and
selfishness in another has the effect
of prompting us to a quest for the same
victory!
Second, by the unw avering con fes
sion o f h op e. “ Let us hold fast the pro
fession of our faith ” (in the best
M SS., “ hope,” v. 23).
The C hristian’s hope is represented
throughout Hebrews as God’s “ better
country” — heaven. This hope is cer
tain because it is grounded upon the
changeless truth and grace of God, who
promises heaven to His pilgrim people
— “ He is faithful that prom ised.” And
since the hope is sure, the confession
of that hope should be steadfast,
“ without w avering.” Christians should
boldly identify themselves with God’s
promise of final salvation and eternal
glory. This confession of hope, remind
ing us of the transitory character of this
world, of the eternal quality of the
coming world, will provoke us to love
God and serve men with greater zeal,
knowing to what incom parably glorious
reward we are coming.
Third, by the strengthening fe llo w 
ship o f worship. “ Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as
the m anner of some is” (v. 25).
In the assembly of worshiping Chris
tians, heart and life holiness can be ex
pounded. M en can search the Scrip
tures together in order to discover and
apply God’s remedy for sin that frees a
man to love and serve as he ought.
In the assembly of worshiping Chris
tians, hope can be expressed. God’s
people can turn their gaze upward and
onward to the “ city which hath founda
tions.” These glimpses of glory will
strengthen us to love God and serve
men in the crum bling society of this
passing age.
The Scripture lesson opens with a
reference to “ the blood of Jesu s,”
and closes with a reference to “ the
day” of His coming again. Betw een this
parenthesis of salvation provided and
completed we are to live lives of
The P re a ch er’s M agazine

mutual encouragem ent, provoking one
another “ unto love and to good works”
by holy lives, bold witnessing, and
faithful worship. Love and service are
our objectives. Holiness, testimony,
and fellowship are our methods. T o this
let us pledge now our lives and for
tunes and sacred honor.
W. E. M c C u m b e r

By Asa H. Sparks*

Youth
1. To g iv e a distinctive touch to
that IM PA C T Team of witnessing
teen-agers, take the new Nazarene tie
tac and use plastic model paint to fill
it with your own distinctive color.
Burnish the lettering while the paint is
still wet.

6. F in ding really effectiv e w ork for
the junior highs and senior highs is
difficult in many churches. Perhaps
your groups would like the responsibil
ity of decorating the church for Christ
mas and Easter.
7. At our B ack-to-School Sunday, in
Septem ber, we have been giving some
item for the students to keep. This year
we gave them a note pad with our
school em blem on the front, printed in
school colors. At the top of each page
was printed the church’s name and
address with a Scripture verse at the
bottom. T he real key to get the kids to
keep and use these pads was that we
printed the football and basketball
schedule on the inside of the front
cover.— J i m C u m m i n g s , Logan, Ohio.
8. To h elp win the young teen or
child, try taking a small gift by on his
birthday. Be sure to check with the
teens to find out when they would be
free to have a Coke with their pastor.
Very inexpensive gifts can be pur
chased from Morelane, Inc., 2115
Chicago Ave., M inneapolis, Minn.
55404.— J.
V. M o r s c h , Nashville,
Tenn., First Church.

2. Girls love boys— boys love cars.
To get both together in your Teen
Fellowship, have an auto rally.
3. M ake use o f the teen-agers in
your church by developing a fifthSunday teen program. On the fifth
Sunday turn the preliminaries, or per
haps the whole service, over to the
NYPS organization.
4. T een -agers are often m ost happy
when they are doing. Take advantage
of this, Pastor! Train your teen-agers to
serve in some way— perhaps in con
ducting a VBS. Take them to the home
mission church on your zone and let
them help sponsor a VBS this summer.
5. Get your m essage across in a
humorous fashion with unique cartoon
cards available at some publishers.
° Pastor, Gastonia, N.C.
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READ THIS SLOWLY AND THINK
D oes my life p lease God?
A m 1 studying m y B ib le daily?
H ave I ev er w on a soul fo r Christ?
Am I doin g as Christ w ould d o in my
place?
H ow m u ch tim e d o I sp en d in secret
prayer?
Am I praying an d w orking f o r an y on e’s
salvation?
H ow d o es m y life look to those w ho are
not Christians?
Am I honest w ith the L ord ’s m oney?
W h ere am I m akin g my g reatest m istake?
— S elected
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THINK THIS OVER!
I have so many faults myself,
I seldom see
A d efect in an oth er’s life
But w hat I see in me.
I make so m any fool mistakes
I feel condem ned to find
A bit of fault in anyone
W hen I ’m so far behind.
I used to censure everyone—
I was a Pharisee—
Until quite unexpectedly
I got a glimpse of me.
I tried to justify myself
And fram e some alibi;
But here I stood caught by m yself
And I to me would lie.
And w henever I’m inclined
Some oth er’s judge to be,
I alw ays stop and take a look
At him whom I call me.
I find it is a splendid thing;
Just try it and you’ll see.
To keep from criticizing folks.
L e t each I look at M E!
— A uthor unknown

a

o

o

I have nothing at all against the program
of outreach being carried on at our church,
but I do not feel that I can become actively
involved in it because of the reasons
checked below:
____ I am too tired.
____ It ta ke s my only tim e at home.
____ I d o n 't know anyone at ch u rch .
____ I have lots of com pany at home.
____ My night fo r bow ling.
____ I am ju s t not interested.
____ I get too m uch church.
____ I w atch TV program s.
____ I like to shop at nights.
____ R efreshm ents a re n 't served.
____ I play golf too late.
------- 1 d on’t need Bible study and preaching.
____ No one speaks to m e— ch u rch is un
friendly.
____ I d on’t like to get dressed up.
------- 1 have a lot of school activitie s.

Note: Tear off and mail to God.

a

o

a

It is difficult for a correction to catch up
with a mistake.
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T h ere was a man w ho w as put out with
his pastor an d so h eld b a c k on giving his
m oney. His reason in g was som ew h at like
the m an w ho qu it brushing his teeth to get
ev en w ith his den tist . . . H e h ad forgotten
that G od cou ld g e t alon g w ithou t his gifts,
bu t that h e cou ld not g et alon g w ithou t giv
ing to Him.
J.

C

h r ist y

An Efficient Church—
M aintains a devotional atm osphere.
E xalts Jesus Christ.
Stim ulates evangelistic passion.
C arries out an educational ideal.
E xercises fratern al sym pathy.
Fo sters wholesom e social con tacts.
C reates a m issionary spirit.
Requires a sacrificial life.
Gives the tithe to the Lord.

— S e le c te d

O O Q
T h ere is n othin g w hich m akes m en rich
an d strong but that w hich they carry inside
o f them . W ealth is o f the heart, not o f the
hand.
—S elected

A SUGGESTIVE SIGN
The follow ing sign appeared in a small
tailoring and dyeing establishm ent:
I Live to D ye; I D ye to Live.
The M ore I D ye, the M ore I Live.
The M ore I L ive, the M ore I D ye.
Read these words aloud and apply to
spiritual truth!

o

o

o

D rop a w ord o f c h e e r an d kindness;
Ju st a fla sh , an d it is gon e.
But th ere’s h a lf a h u n dred ripples
C ircling on an d on an d on.
— J

o

W.

ames

a

F

olley

a

God never disappoints a needy saint. He
eith er gives him w hat he asks for or what
he ought to have requested.

o

o

o

God m easures loyalty to him self, not by
expressions of feeling, but by service.
The P re a ch er's M agazine

BUBH ANDTfffllE
AMONG BOOKS
Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from
Nazarene Publishing House, Box 527, Kansas City, Mo. 64141

T h e H ungry In h erit

Philippians

By la n e C lark H odges (M oody Press, 1972.

By Ja m e s M ontgom ery B oice (Zondervan,

128 pp., cloth, $3 .9 5 .)
An im aginative Bible teach er (Dallas
Theological Sem inary) uses the dram a of
the historical novel and the challenge of
Bible exposition to give a new slant to a
familiar subject: Diseipleship.
For those who like narrative presentation
of biblical incidents, this book would be re
warding. This reviewer found it somewhat
tiresome to wade through detailed, almost
fictionalized, accounts of Jesus and the
woman at the well of Sychar, for exam ple,
before getting to the point and applying
the truth, that the "th irsty live, but the
hungry inh erit.”
J. M.

1971. 314 pp., cloth, $5.95.)
Jam es Boice began his ministry at the
famous T en th Presbyterian C hurch in
Philadelphia with a series of messages on
the Book of Philippians. A stroke of genius,
especially when we consider Paul’s love
for, and instructions to, the church at
Philippi!
This substantial volume includes not only
those original expositions, but the refine
ments introduced from subsequent Bible
studies. So we have here mature hom iletical
products. Boice avoids technical language
except in the places where it is necessary for
sound exegesis and sermon development.
For exam ple, the important words m orphe
(form), isos (equality), and doxa (glorv) in
Phil. 2:5-11 are defined and carefully re
lated to the exposition of the passage.
Orderly and practical, these sermons are
excellent models of expository preaching in
which the craftsm an earnestly seeks to il
lum inate the Word of God. Pertinent
illustrations appear frequently to enrich
them too. After a quick perusal of the con
tents of this monograph, the questing
preacher will find the price very incidental.
W i l l a r d H. T a y l o r

T h e F a ith O nce D elivered
By W illiam C ulbertson (M oody Press, 1972.
192 pp., cloth, $4 .9 5 .)
N ineteen keynote messages given during
Founder’s W eek at M oody Bible Institute
by Dr. W illiam Culbertson, who served as
president of that school for 25 years.
The messages are about as exciting as the
title of the book, which is about average.
They appear to have been transcribed from
recordings of the sermons, which leaves
them without the editing and polishing that
make w ritten m anuscripts less verbose than
the delivery of them . M oody enthusiasts
will enjoy this book. M ost readers will miss
the substance and content they hope to find
in work of this kind.
J. M.
July, 1972

M ark T h ese M en
By J. Sidlow Baxter (Zondervan Publishing
House, 1971. 192 pp., paperback, $1.95.)
A British B ible teacher and expositor
presents 13 messages on notable characters
of the Bible. T h e sermons are written in
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popular style, but present insightful studies
of the Scriptures.
Among the notables exam ined in the
book are King Saul, “ T h e M an W ho
Played the F o o l” ; D aniel, “ T h e Man
W ho Braved the Lions” ; Elisha, “ T he
M an W ho Cursed the C hildren” ; Ananias,
“ T h e M an W ho Led Paul to C hrist” ; and
St. Paul, “ T h e Man W ho Bore the Brands.”
This book should be useful as a “ sermon
starter” instrum ent among the pastor’s
resources.
J. M.

Hidden Meaning
in the New Testament
By R onald A. W ard (Flem ing H. Revell
C o., 1969. 190 pp., cloth, $4 .9 5 .)
T h e author, who holds a Ph.D . from the
University of London, form erly professor
o f New T estam ent in W ycliffe College,
Toronto, and associated with Billy Graham
in some of his crusades, presents a unique
approach to the use of the Greek in Bible
study.
T h e gram m atical construction, word
roots, d ifferent contexts, and paradoxical
phrases in the Greek provide the approach
to fresh new possibilities in translation and
paraphrase. T here are stim ulating ideas and
illustrations for better understanding of
“ hidden m eanings,” beneath the surface,
not usually seen in one’s cursory treatm ent
of the Scriptures.
M ost pastors would find this book of real
value for sermon ideas, but not as a com 
m entator, which it does not attem pt to be.
It would also be a useful help for Bible
study groups.
J. M.
o

o

o

o

If something goes w rong, it is m ore im
portant to talk about who is going to fix it
than who is to blame.

G od reckon s our service not by ou r ability
but by our willingness.
Being ignorant is not so m uch a shame
as being unwilling to learn.

Preachers’
W A N T E D — T o buy: E pistle to the H e
brew s by H. O rton W iley. M ilton Akey, 700
G reen St., Glenwood, la. 51534.
W ANTED— To

buy:

F lem in g Boys, Jo h n

L ife Story o f the
an d B ona. Asa R.

W ickens, 214 S. Calloway St., Elk City,
Okla. 73644.
F O R S A L E — 3 6 vol. of T h e B iblical Il
lustrator ($ 2 .5 0 each). E xcellen t condition.
W rite regarding volum e wanted. Earl
C otton, 1304 W estern Drive, Lufkin, Tex.
75901.
F O R S A L E O R T R A D E — 14-vol. set of

P reachin g T hrou gh the B ible, by Jam es
Parker. Almost new, value $98.50, take
$65 .0 0 (or trade). Joseph E. Thom as, P.O.
Box 4368, Bisbee, Ariz. 85603.
F O R S A L E — Religious used books, many
out of print. Send for com plete list. Steward
Reed, 1702 E. 28th St., Joplin , Mo. 64801.

CALENDAR DIGEST
JU L Y —
SPANISH BR O A D C A ST
O F F E R IN G M O N TH
1 D om inion D ay (C an ad a)
9 C hildren’s D ay
A U G U ST—
NW M S E M PH A S IS ON
N A TIO N A L W O R K E R S
A ND B IB L E SCH O O LS
SEPTEM BER—
NW M S A LA B A ST E R M O N TH
3 C radle Roll Sunday
24 Christian E d u catio n W eek
begins

S om e fo lk w ho think they are busy are
just confused.
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The P re a ch e r’s M agazine

A M O N G OURSELVES

“ Evangelistically speaking’ does not mean the use of exaggeration
or hyperbole, in spite of what you may have heard to the contrary!
(T h at’s another subject on which we ought to focus one of these days,
this habit some of us preachers have of destroying ourselves with our
own words. 'I'llis preacher, for one, does not laugh w hen someone asks,
" Is this the truth, or were you just preaching?" Since the truth and
preaching are two words which are about as synonymous as two words
can be, that crack is about as “ funny” as the funeral of a dear friend.) So
it is “ evangelistically speaking” in its true sense this m onth— and each
month— from our men who are dedicated to a full-tim e emphasis of this
vital arm of the ministry. C hic Shaver gets it off to a good start with a
positive note of victory and answered prayer (p. 7). Another feature you
will see this month for the first time has been named “ Faith in Action”
(pp. 35-36). Right down to earth, where we all live and work, what is
happening? Short articles from Gene Van Note, Phil Cory, and Ken Kern
are along this line. More of this from time to time.
If you have been wishing for more help for Bible study groups, see
p. 24. Also in the pastor’s supplement are some useful statistics, the kind
you can use in many different ways in sermonic material, provided by
World Missions, on p. 25. And speaking of helps, you will find those
IM P A C T C O N F E R E N C E S well worth your while, if one comes near
your area (p. 18). It might help us also, in a critical area of com m unica
tion between the generations, to hear what the college students are ask
ing about sanctification (p. 5). Most important of all, update the unction
in our preaching (p. 1)!
Yours for souls,

P S. Whew! T here it is; our first issue as a brand-new editor. W e hope
you like it. W ell, put it this way: W e hope you read it. Alright, we hope
you read part of it at least!

Organize your p r o b l e m ^ ^ ^ s

T H E N A ZA R EN E M INISTER’ S
SERM O N FILING SYSTEM
Effective, complete, easy-to-use system for filing
all types of serm on m aterials . . . designed espe
cially for Church of the Nazarene m inisters.
Seven major classification s: “ God” ; “ Holy S p irit” ;
“Je su s” ; “ C hurch” ; “ M a n ” ;“ Salvation (D octrines)” ;
and “ W orld”— plus 40 sub -c la ssific a tio ns and 153
subdivisions.
H eadings are printed on P / s " x 2 " gum med labels
and each of the three d ivision s is color-coded.
Includes 200 (8V 2" x 1 1 ") manila folders (a $12.60
value), 200 labels, and File Organization In struc
tion sheet and guide. Boxed and shipped in special
protective carton.

R-1195

Postpaid, $11.95

T H E N A ZA R EN E M INISTER’ S
CHURCH AD M INISTRATION FILIN G SYSTEM
M akes church adm inistration and b u sin e ss sim pler
and easier. The com plete system covers every
area of church activity, and keeps inform ation at
your fingertips. Usable, tim esaving, effective, and
yet at a low cost!
Eight major sections: “ Adm inistration and Public
R elations” ; “ B uild ings and Property” ; “ C hristian
Education” ; “ E v a n g e lis m
and
M e m b e r s h ip ” ;
“ Finance” ; “ M is s io n s ” ; “ W orship and M u s ic ” ; and
“ Pla nning” (quarterly)— plus 32 subheadin gs and
95 subdivisions.
Printed gummed labels are color-coded. Includes
135 (8 V2 " x 1 1 ") manila folders ($8.40 value), 135
labels, and File Organization Instruction sheet and
guide. Boxed and shipped in special protective
carton.

Postpaid, $7.95

Invest in These Meaningful File Systems SOON
......................
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POST O FFICE BOX 527, KANSAS CITY, M ISSOURI 64141
W ashington at Bresee, Pasadena, C a lifornia 91104
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